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	1. Chapter 1

**Soul of a Dragon Chapter 1 **

"speaking"- human language

"**speaking"- dragonese **

_thinking_- human thoughts

**_thinking_- dragon thoughts**

**I do not own How To Train Your Dragon ****or any of its characters**

The roars of dragons filled the air and fire erupted among the houses in Berk, which only meant one thing. A dragon raid was occurring! Vikings started to scatter all over their homeland, trying to protect their families and their livestock from the clutches of the dragons.

"Get the weapons! Hurry!" one Viking yelled.

"Take the children inside!" screamed another.

"Kill as many of the beasts you can!" Chief Stoick the Vast announced, his voice drenched with hate and disgust towards the dragons.

A Stormcutter named Cloudjumper made his way through the village known as Berk, soaring over the little houses and the ant sized people. He sniffed the air for food once he landed next to a house that had a structure different from the others.

**"Someone important must live here. It's not like the others,"** he assumed.

Little did he know he was about to break into the house of the chief while the heir of Berk quietly slept in his cradle. Cloudjumper carefully stuck his scaly body into the structure and sniffed once again, he let out a disappointed snarl when he couldn't find anything of worth to his kind. Just as he was about to take his leave that's when he heard it. The curious gurgles of a baby.

The poor little one was awoken from his sleep and that's when he saw the large creature that loomed over his cradle. Hiccup, that was the baby's name due to the fact that he was born prematurely. Hiccup waved his hands in the air as if to tell the dragon to come closer so he could see him.

Cloudjumper did just that, he leaned in closer to the baby. He got a good look at the little one and what he saw amazed his dragon eyes. There in the wooden cradle was a tiny infant that was swaddled in a fur blanket. The baby had a patch of brown hair on his delicate head and green eyes that resembled the lush trees of a forest. He also possessed small freckles on his cheeks; everything about him was adorable.

_**A hatchling! A human's hatchling! I've seen some before but never this close. **_

The baby giggled in delight once he finally got the dragon's attention and continued to wave his arms in the air. Cloudjumper placed one of his claws inside the cradle and into the tiny hand that awaited it. He was careful not to hurt Hiccup.

_**What a strange yet interesting hatching. He shows no fear towards me… a dragon.**_

Hiccup held the large claw in his small, fragile hand; he looked into the owl-like eyes of the dragon in awe. Cloudjumper looked into Hiccup's forest green eyes as well. At that very instant it felt like their souls were connected in a way that can't be described.

_**He won't be like the other Vikings, his eyes show that he will not be a killer for they are full of compassion and love.** _

Just then Cloudjumper was startled by the sound of someone entering the house behind him. His moment with the young baby was interrupted by the infant's mother: Valka. In his recklessness he accidentally scratched Hiccup's chin. The baby let out a wail of pain and sorrow as Cloudjumper turned to face his opponent

"Hiccup!" she yelled as she held up her weapon with the intention of killing the beast that hurt her son.

**"That was your fault! If you hadn't startled me I would've have hurt him!"** Cloudjumper shouted in dragonese.

Hiccup suddenly stopped crying and gave the Stormcutter a look of confusion. Cloudjumper took notice of this as Valka swung her weapon but missed him.

**"Did he understand me? No that can't be… he's a human… humans can't understand dragonese,"** Cloudjumper said.

Cloudjumper's assumption was correct though, Hiccup listened to the heated exchange between his mother and the Stormcutter. He understood and processed each word that was spoken from both sides. He understood the words being spoken from the dragon. Something that was never heard of before, a human that could comprehend the language of the dragons as well as the language of his own kind. Hiccup was truly not like the other Vikings.

Just then the structure of the house started to break down and the debris hit the wooden floor. Fire erupted from the ceiling as well as the surrounding walls encompassing them. Valka dropped her weapon and covered her face with her arms as Cloudjumper moved out of the way. Hiccup started to fuss again; Cloudjumper placed his wings around the cradle and placed his mouth on the baby's fur blanket.

"No! Don't eat him!" Valka cried out through the falling debris and struggled to make it pass the scorching flames that continued to make its way through the house. "Hiccup!"

"Valka!" the voice of the chief called to her. "Valka! I'm coming for you!"

Stoick made his way to Valka and carefully rushed her out the house. He turned his head just in time to see Cloudjumper take off into the sky. Once they were outside Valka started to cough and sank to the ground, tears gushing out her eyes. Stoick placed himself next to her and comforted her not knowing what had just occurred.

"Valka? What's wrong?" Stoick questioned, just then he realized that she didn't have their infant son in her arms. "Where's Hiccup." He asked hesitantly afraid of the answer.

"Hiccup… Hiccup… my baby… is gone," Valka cried.

Stoick's expression turned from worry to sorrow then to rage, he let out a strong cry and clutched his hammer tighter. Tears filled his eyes but he refused to let them out, his son was gone. Taken from his wife and himself when he was just a baby and by the dreaded beasts he has learned to hate and kill. Now his mission to cleanse the world of dragons was not only business anymore… it was personal.

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was no longer alive in the eyes of the Vikings of Berk.

However, that was not the case.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **
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**Soul of a Dragon Chapter 2 **
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**I do no own How to Train Your Dragon ****or any of its characters**

Cloudjumper soared through the starry sky with a new little passenger in his mouth. Tiny Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was alive and well, his giggles filling the air as the wind rushed pass his face. Cloudjumper was cautious of his teeth while he carried the fur blanket in his mouth, he didn't want to injure the child like he accidentally did last time.

They flew for some time until Cloudjumper's home came into sight, the Dragon Mountain or to the dragons' the Dragon Sanctuary. He swooped down and traveled through the necessary tunnels to reach the domain of the Bewilderbeast, King of the Dragons. Normally the sanctuary was a way for the dragons to escape the eyes of the humans and live together with other species of dragon in harmony. However, this time would be different for Cloudjumper.

**"Hopefully the King will make an expectation for you young one. Young Hiccup."** Cloudjumper thought.

Cloudjumper reached his destination, the light of the beautiful haven created only for dragons reached his eyes. He was welcomed by a swarm of his kind as he walked out of the shadows with his guest in tow.

**"Cloudjumper!"** a Thunderclaw named Irontalon welcomed.

**"You've returned from your trip. You're a little late though,"** a Windstriker named Crystalscale noted.

They quickly took notice of the strange object in Cloudjumper's mouth and a look of shock spread across their faces. Cloudjumper placed Hiccup in his claws and looked up at his fellow dragons.

**"Yes well as you can see I got a little side tracked during my trip,"** he pointed at Hiccup and the baby tried once again to catch his claw.

**"That's a… human's hatchling,"** a Deadly Nadder named Wildstorm said. **"Why do you have a human hatchling?"**

**"I will explain everything when I see the King,"** Cloudjumper picked up Hiccup in his mouth and made his way through the crowd of dragons.

He stopped at the Bewilderbeast's nest and placed Hiccup in front of him with his wings protectively surrounding him. The giant dragon suddenly made himself known to the other dragons and every one of them stopped what they were doing. They placed their attention on the confrontation that was about to happen between the two dragons and the human hatchling. The Bewilderbeast scanned the area and took a good glance at Cloudjumper and the baby

**"A human hatchling,"** he rumbled. **"Cloudjumper, why have you brought a human's hatchling into our home?"**

**"Dear King, I didn't leave the comfort of my home in order to steal anyone's hatchling. It was a mere accident that our paths crossed; I was searching for food during my trip and came across this hatchling in the village I paid visit to. At first I didn't even know he was there until he made his sounds, I approached him cautiously and he took an interest in me. He was not afraid of me."**

A gasp could be heard in the crowds of dragons, they couldn't believe that a human wasn't afraid of one of their own. Whispers erupted among them only for the Bewilderbeast to silence them by raising one of his wings.

**"Not afraid of dragons?"** the Bewilderbeast questioned.

**"No dear King. That's not all when his mother approached me I accidentally scratched him with my claw. That's when I let out a yell at her, he stopped crying. He understood what I was saying. I thought it was just a trick of the mind but when I said something else he only stared at me."**

**"What?"** the Bewilderbeast asked. **"A human understood you? There hasn't been a human that has been able to understand the language of the dragon kind."**

**"King, I felt my soul connect with his. He is not like the other humans, he's no killer just look at him."**

He moved one of his wings away from Hiccup and he came into the Bewilderbeast's view. A human hatchling with brown hair, green eyes, specks of freckles and a fresh cut on his chin lay on the grass swaddled in a fur blanket. The baby cooed happily as he saw a new dragon friend and waved his arms in the air. The Bewilderbeast leaned in closer to the baby and sniffed his scent, it was pure and innocent. His eyes… his beautiful green eyes held the same harmony s the sanctuary did. The Bewilderbeast felt as if his soul was linked to this young child.

**"Indeed he is not like other Vikings. His soul holds a connection to the dragon kind." **

Hiccup stopped giggling and looked up at the King; it's as if he was trying to understand what he was saying. The King took note of this and it confirmed what Cloudjumper had told him about the human hatchling.

**"With that said King, I believe this child holds the answer to how this futile war between dragons and Vikings can end. If raised properly this child could be the key to that, he will put a stop to this bloodshed and bring our species together to coexist with the other."**

Some of the dragons snorted when they heard Cloudjumper's statement for they knew it was pointless to believe that dragons and Vikings could ever learn to love and live with each other. The Bewilderbeast raised his wing once again and everyone was silent.

**"What I say may sound like a foolish dream but I believe with all my might and soul that it will become reality. King, I beg you to let us raise this human hatchling among our kind, let him learn from the other side of the war and live with us in order to see the secrets we hold that other humans are too stubborn and ignorant to see,"** Cloudjumper laid his head down on the grass and covered Hiccup with his wing.

The King of the Dragons held his head up high and closed his eyes for several minutes, contemplating the severity of the situation. While he didn't agree with taking a human hatchling away from its home at the same time there was no denying that staying there would have destroyed the boy's innocent and the soul connections he had with the dragons. However, Cloudjumper will have to do something for the King in order to get his whole approval on the subject.

**"Very well, the human hatchling will stay with us. He will live, eat and sleep with us and learn the culture of the dragons! Each dragon will do their part in making sure he gets the proper education and will do everything in their power to protect them as if he were a dragon himself! You, Cloudjumper, will be his primary guardian and he will be known as your son,"** the Bewilderbeast announced with pride to the dragons. **"However, there will be a condition for you Cloudjumper to ensure this deal."**

Cloudjumper immediately looked up from his place; his owl-like eyes seemed to grow wider. He was almost afraid to hear what the King had in store for him to order to make sure Hiccup would be accepted among the dragon community. He was glad that he would be Hiccup's primary caretaker and his father but what was the other part of the deal?

**"What will that be dear King?"** he quietly asked.

**"There is a dragon hatchling that was just born a day ago while you were on your trip. Unfortunately, the hatchling's parents were killed before he hatched from his egg. He is now an orphan and sadly the only one of his kind now. He is a Night Fury."**

**"Poor little one,"** Cloudjumper said.** "He loses his parents and now he had no one to turn to."**

**"Yes but that will soon change. His name is Toothless and from now on he will be your son. The human hatchling will be raised as his brother and you will raise them both as their father. Do this and the deal will be complete. Is that clear?"**

Cloudjumper felt his heart skip a beat. Not only did he become a father to one son, a human hatchling, but a father to another, a dragon hatchling, in less than a day. While he understood that there would be numerous parenting obstacles to overcome he was excited for the chance to become a father.

**"Yes your majesty I understand well. Hiccup and Toothless will be my sons and I will be their father," **Cloudjumper stated with dignity and pride in his voice.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **
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Cloudjumper was lead to the Night Fury hatchling's nest by a Gronckle named Bumper, he was now charged with the task of caring for this hatchling as well. Hiccup was being carried in his mouth once again; the baby was becoming sleepy though. Cloudjumper couldn't blame him after all he had been through so much in one day but at least he didn't have to worry about the other dragons trying to hurt him. The Bewilderbeast decided that Hiccup would be raised with love and care from all the dragon species.

**"He belongs to us now,"** Cloudjumper thought. **"He belongs to me. My son."**

**"He is right over there,"** Bumper told Cloudjumper as he came to a stop.

Cloudjumper bowed his head as a thank you and walked pass the Gronckle; he saw the little nest that held the baby Night Fury. Cloudjumper placed Hiccup next to the nest then went to take a look at the dragon hatchling. There he was: a small black dragon with no horns, a sleek body with a blue tint to its scales, small claws with his tail wrapped around his body as a way to keep warm. His eyes were closed which meant he was sleeping but Cloudjumper had a feeling that he possessed the green eyes that all Night Furies were known for. He smelled the loneliness that emitted from this little hatchling, the pain of being the one of his kind now. It was no wonder the King wanted Cloudjumper to take him under his care.

**"Hello Toothless,"** Cloudjumper said as he nuzzled the baby.

Toothless started to open his eyes once he felt the touch of another dragon. He blinked several times before his vision cleared and the image of a Stormcutter came into view. He gave out a confused cry and scooted back a little.

**"There is no need to be afraid little one. I'm not going to hurt you,"** Cloudjumper bowed his head a little to show Toothless he meant no harm.

Once Toothless saw this action he scooted a little closer to the Stormcutter. Once he got close enough to his face he sniffed Cloudjumper's scent. Immediately he felt comfort that he once felt while he was inside his egg and when his parent's bodies were wrapped around it. He also felt the same kind of love that his parents had for him within Cloudjumper. Toothless let out a relaxed sigh.

**"At least you're not afraid of me anymore,"** Cloudjumper said while he let Toothless sniff his scent. **"My name is Cloudjumper little hatchling and I'm your new father."**

Toothless registered what Cloudjumper just said and started to jump with joy around his nest. While he was still sad that he would never get to meet his biological parents at least h was no longer alone, he now had someone to love and care for him. He was so happy right now. Just then Toothless heard the yawn that emitted from little Hiccup's mouth. He turned his attention to the human hatchling he hadn't noticed before; he looked at the baby with a puzzled expression on his face.

**"Toothless, this is Hiccup. He's a human hatchling that has just been adopted into the dragon community. He's going to be raised alongside you, you will be his brother and he will be yours."**

Toothless came closer to the human hatchling that had just been introduced to him. He sniffed the baby's hair and then his face only for Hiccup to let out a sneeze. Toothless immediately hid behind Cloudjumper's wing while Hiccup wiped his cute button nose with his tiny hand.

**"It's alright Toothless that was just a sneeze. Hiccup won't hurt you; he's just like you after all: a hatchling."**

The Night Fury walked slowly to Hiccup after Cloudjumper said this and sat in front of him. Hiccup looked up at the Night Fury and made a small gurgle sound before he let out a cute laugh. He waved his arms a little and motioned for the Night Fury hatchling to come closer. Toothless looked at Cloudjumper as if he needed permission to approach Hiccup this time. Cloudjumper just smiled then placed his wing over Toothless, he gave Toothless a little push. Toothless accepted the small push and allowed Hiccup to touch his snout. Hiccup petted Toothless gently and caressed his snout with his delicate hands.

**"See Toothless? He already loves you,"** Cloudjumper stated enjoying the sight he was witnessing before him.

Toothless let out a small growl as if to agree with the Stormcutter, Hiccup gigged again as if he was agreeing as well to that statement. Toothless's acid green eyes meet Hiccup's forest green eyes; their soul connection was complete just as it had been with Cloudjumper and the Bewilderbeast. Toothless nuzzled Hiccup; he showed the new found love he had for the human hatchling… his new brother. He had not only a father but a brother now. Hiccup yawned once again then rubbed his eyes with his petite fist. Toothless let out a yawn of his own while Cloudjumper let out a low chuckle.

_**They've just met and yet they're already acting like brothers**_.

Hiccup started to close his eyes and his breathing became relaxed and leveled out. Toothless followed suit then wrapped his body around the swaddled infant. With both of their eyes sleep overtook them and their breathing patterns matched. Cloudjumper bent his head down towards the sleeping hatchlings; he gave a quick lick to both Hiccup and Toothless at the top of their heads. Then he nuzzled the both of them before wrapping his dragon body around them as well.

**"This is going to be a long, interesting journey for the both of them. A Night Fury and a human being raised together as brothers,"** Cloudjumper whispered to himself.

The Stormcutter couldn't help but a feel a bit of pride once he said this. He had a feeling that it was not only Hiccup who would bring the dragon and Viking worlds together but Toothless as well. The bond he had witnessed today had confirmed that in his eyes.

**"Yes. You two are the future for both kinds, the peace that will someday become reality,"** Cloudjumper whispered.** "I look forward to that day."**

With that Cloudjumper went to sleep, his dreams were of Hiccup and Toothless. They were gliding through the sky, together as one. Their souls were untied as they flew towards the beautiful sunset.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**
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Feeding Hiccup proved to be a problem, Cloudjumper was aware that human hatchling's feed differently than dragon hatchlings. He had seen them take their nourishment from their mother just like other animals do with their young. On the other hand, dragon hatchlings got their nourishment from the fish their mothers chewed for them, the saliva made it easier for the food to be swallowed and digested.

That was when Cloudjumper knew that he would require the assistance of an animal still nursing their young. For this task he would have to venture out into the world once again in order to Hiccup to get the proper food he needed to survive.

_**Toothless… who will watch him? He's not old enough to fly yet or be left on his own obviously. **_

Cloudjumper pondered what to do in this situation while watching Toothless try to catch a bug that was zooming over his head. Hiccup just laughed in amusement as he watched his brother act silly. He couldn't help but let out a chuckle too. Just then Cloudjumper heard the rustling of vegetation; he instinctively wrapped his tail around his sons protectively and let out a low growl.

**"Don't you growl at me Cloudjumper,"** a familiar voice called out to him. **"I'm not going to hurt your sons."**

**"Clawdia," **Cloudjumper said. **"You have my apologizes."**

The Raincutter named Clawdia made herself known as she exited from the vegetation. She made her way to Cloudjumper and the boys. She gave Hiccup and Toothless a quick kind glance before settling down next to Cloudjumper.

**"I accept you apology old friend," **she stated.** "Though I don't recall you ever being on high alert like this before." **

**"Must be these boys of mine. They make the father come out of me; it's funny seeing as how I never thought I had such a side."**

Both of them started to laugh at that statement, it was true though. Hiccup and Toothless brought out another side of Cloudjumper. A kind, gentle and loving side that shocked some of the dragons that occupied the same home. The King couldn't have been prouder at this new deposition that overcome Cloudjumper.

Hiccup's stomach let out a growl; the dragon friends stopped laughing and turned their attention to the noise. It happened again and Hiccup started to fuss a little. Toothless stopped trying to catch the bug and quickly made his way toward his brother. It broke his hatchling heart to hear is brother suffering from sorrow. He licked his brother's salty tears and nuzzled his face with his face with Hiccup's. Hiccup settled down a bit but his stomach was still making those sounds.

**"Oh that's right. I remember what I was thinking about before you came here Clawdia,"** Cloudjumper sighed. **"Hiccup's hungry but I can't feed him the way I feed Toothless, I have to find an animal that is still nursing. But I can't leave Toothless by himself."**

**"Human hatchlings are such interesting creatures, they have different needs," **Clawdia replied.

**"Indeed," **Cloudjumper said when suddenly an idea pooped into his head. **"That's it!"**

**"What's it?" **Clawdia gasped out of shock from Cloudjumper's excitement.

**"I apologize for startling you Clawdia but if you don't mind I have a favor to ask you."**

**"Once again I accept your apology, what is this favor?"**

**"Will you look after Toothless while I'm out with Hiccup?" **Cloudjumper announced his idea. **"I trust you my friend with the safety of Toothless. This will have to become a regular errand until Hiccup's teeth start growing in."**

**"Cloudjumper… dear friend," **Clawdia started. **"Of course I will do you this favor, anything for you and your sons."**

**"Thank you Clawdia. Thank you so much," **Cloudjumper bowed in appreciation then turned to his sons. **"Toothless, come over here son."**

Toothless started nuzzling Hiccup and picked his head up to face his father; he heard his name being called. He reluctantly left his brother's side, he walked to his father and his father's friend he had come to known as Clawdia.

**"Toothless as you know Hiccup's stomach is making those noises because he is hungry. However, since he is a human hatchling I have to feed him differently than how I feed you. So I have to leave the sanctuary for a little bit with Hiccup but I want you to stay here with Clawdia while I'm out."**

Toothless let out a cry of distress, he didn't want to be separated from his father and brother! He wanted to stay with them. Cloudjumper noticed his distress and leaned his snout next to Toothless's face while wrapping his wings around the young dragon. He affectionately gave him a cuddle.

**"There, there Toothless. It's alright I'm coming back and Hiccup will too; I promise it won't take long," **he assured. **"Don't worry I'm not going to leave you alone like you were before."**

Toothless let out another cry and cuddled closer to his father, at least his father was aware of why he didn't want them to leave. Yes he knew he would have someone there for him but it was Cloudjumper or Hiccup.

**"Listen I need you to be a brave dragon while your brother and I are out. If you promise to be on your best behavior for Clawdia I promise I'll pick up a nice Icelandic cod just for you before we come home."**

Toothless's ears perked up once he heard the name of that delicious treat. He stopped letting out a cry and instead began to purr. He was agreeing to what Cloudjumper had promised him in return for good behavior.

**"Good boy Toothless,"** Cloudjumper said with pride then turned to Clawdia. **"I leave him in your care my friend."**

**"Don't worry he's in good wings."**

With that Cloudjumper nodded and picked up Hiccup from his fur blanket. He made his way to the exit while looking behind him one last time to see Toothless beginning to play with Clawdia. He spread his wings out and stretched his whole body before taking off into the sky. Hiccup started giggling once they were up in the air, this time he opened his arms out and mimicked his father's actions for flying. Cloudjumper headed for a farm that carried many animals on land that he had become familiar with over the years.

It took an hour or so before he reached the farm, thankfully there were no humans in sight and the animals were out and about. He spotted his target: a mother goat. The goat was nursing her young while grazing on the green grass. Cloudjumper carefully snuck up on the goat before placing Hiccup underneath her. Either she didn't notice or she simply didn't care since he had no reaction what so ever to another mouth being latched onto her.

Cloudjumper watched as Hiccup suckled the goat's milk, he used his little hands to squeeze more of the milk into his mouth. Once Hiccup started to slow down Cloudjumper knew he was becoming full. After a few more minutes Hiccup let go of the goat and Cloudjumper quickly made his escape with his son in his mouth.

Before they went home Cloudjumper went to fulfill his promise to Toothless by collecting an Icelandic cod with his claws. The ride home seemed to go by fast since before he knew it they were already at the Dragon Sanctuary. Cloudjumper landed and went to his nest while bowing his head to the friends who greeted him. At the nest he saw Toothless climbing on Clawdia's stomach while Clawdia just laid there calmly, she seemed to be enjoying the fun the little dragon was having. Cloudjumper cleared his throat to alert them both of their return. Toothless immediately went to greet them, especially Hiccup since he was no longer suffering from hunger.

**"See Toothless your father and brother are alright," **Clawdia stood up. **"And look your father brought back your prize for being such a good dragon."**

Toothless bounced with excitement, his father handed him his prize while placing Hiccup down.

**"Thank you once again Clawdia," **Cloudjumper said as he laid down. **"As I said before this will have to be a regular routine."**

**"No worries Cloudjumper I'm glad to help, I'll be here whenever you are in need of assistance. But Cloudjumper why didn't you just bring back the animal to the sanctuary? It would have been easier on Toothless and Hiccup."**

**"I've thought about that but I don't want to take something like that into a place like this. It would be troublesome keeping all the other dragons away from them seeing as how they're food. Even if I got the King's permission for such a task I have a feeling that the animals will just cause trouble anyway. After all they would be staying in a place that's new to them for a long period of time, not to mention it's full of the 'beasts' that regulatory make prey out of them."**

Clawdia just nodded her head then let out a yawn to show her exhaustion.

**"Well it's getting late, I'll be returning to my nest now. Goodnight Cloudjumper."**

**"Goodnight Clawdia," **Cloudjumper bumped snouts with her then she turned her attention to the hatchlings.

**"Goodnight little ones," **she nuzzled both of their heads before taking her leave.

Toothless began to partake in his treat while wrapping his tail around his brother. This was a crazy day for Cloudjumper but it was worthwhile to see both of his sons happy and content. That was his prize.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **

**I updated this chapter to include why Cloudjumper didn't just bring back the goat to the sanctuary. Sorry if I didn't make it clear before. *bows head in apology***

**Thank you everyone for the follows and favorites XD!**
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**Merry Christmas everyone and Happy Holidays, here's a little present from HotTopicLuver! XD**

Days became weeks and soon weeks turned into months. Six months to be precise. Hiccup and Toothless were now six months old and were already making progress in their infant hood. For example, Toothless was five months old along with Hiccup and one day while Cloudjumper was busy washing Hiccup using his tongue Toothless let out a sound but it wasn't a cry like the other times.

**"Dad!"**

Cloudjumper stopped washing Hiccup and turned with head toward his other son.

_**Did he just… call me Dad?**_

Just when Cloudjumper was about to dismiss this as a trick of his mind Toothless did it again.

**"Dad! Dad!"**

**"You did call me Dad! You can talk Toothless!" **Cloudjumper placed his wing around Toothless and lifted him up.

He hugged both of his sons using his wings; their father cuddled them with joy. On the other hand, Hiccup started learning how to crawl during this sixth month not to mention his first pair of teeth started growing in. However, this proved to be a problem since Hiccup was in constant pain for a little while and he wouldn't stop crying. Thankfully Cloudjumper got some help from the King himself during this time.

**"I've heard that humans let their hatchling suckle on something cold while it's wrapped in a cloth. Most of the time it's frozen fruit. If you collect some of the peaches that grow here I will be happy to freeze them for you but you will have to collect the cloth from the outside world," **the King suggested.

Clawdia helped out with that part, she went into the closest human village she could fin and sneaked away a piece of cloth. Soon Hiccup had a soothing way of relieving his pain; he regularly suckled on this frozen treat but never ate it. Toothless felt left out so Cloudjumper let him suckle on one as well. Fatherhood certainly it its quirks, Cloudjumper learned something new every day.

Toothless started learning how to use his wings properly during this time as well. He wasn't able to fly yet but the exercises he was being taught by Cloudjumper and Clawdia prepared him for the upcoming ability he would soon possess.

With their new found abilities the two started to become the little trouble makers, Hiccup always managed to crawl into places that seemed impossible for him to reach. Toothless couldn't help but join his brother on these little adventures. Right now as we speak Cloudjumper was searching all over the sanctuary for them.

**"Toothless! Hiccup! Come out boys!"**

**"Hello Cloudjumper," **a Scauldron named Aquajaw poked her head out of her watery nest. **"Looking for those sons of yours again?"**

**"Unfortunately, every time I turn my head it's like they disappear."**

**"I see. I remember the time they hid in my nest, thankfully they didn't drown."**

Cloudjumper sighed and recalled the time his sons managed to get inside Aquajaw's nest without the knowledge of her or her mate. By the time Cloudjumper found their trail he feared that they had drowned in the water. However, to his shock and surprise he found Hiccup riding on Toothless's stomach while Toothless was floating on his back. Both of the boys seem to enjoy the comfort of the warm water nest they found.

**"I almost had a heart attack that day," **Cloudjumper said. **"Then there was the time when they completely got themselves covered by moss and were almost stepped on by Bumper."**

**"Oh yes I remember that time too," **Aquajaw let out a giggle.

**"You know thinking about those past events isn't helping me feel reassured that they're safe."**

**"Cloudjumper don't worry every dragon here knows how protective you are of those two, besides this place is a haven. No dragon or human hatchling will ever be harmed here."**

**"I suppose you are right. Well I should continue on then, have a good day Aquajaw and say hello to your mate for me."**

**"Take care Cloudjumper and I will."**

Cloudjumper left Aquajaw's nest then traveled to other nests hoping to find his sons, then he traveled to other locations within the sanctuary but had no luck.

**"Where else could they have gone too? I've searched everywhere in his this place… everywhere expect…"** Cloudjumper didn't finish his sentence as he sprinted to the location he hadn't thought to look in.

_**Oh no his majesty will be so upset!**_

Cloudjumper reached the Bewilderbeast's nest and saw that the large dragon had his back turned to him. He heard the giggles of young hatchlings emitting from the front of the Bewilderbeast. Cloudjumper hesitantly walked closer towards the King of Dragons, cleared his throat.

**"Your highness,"** Cloudjumper addressed.

The Bewilderbeast's posture perked up and he turned around his see his unexpected guest. Then again it's not like he didn't already have unexpected guests. He saw that it was the Stormcutter known as Cloudjumper and immediately felt an urge to laugh but he held it in. Hanging on the top of his head were Cloudjumper's two little hatchlings. They didn't even realize that their father had caught them once again; they were too busy having fun on top of the King's head.

**"My sincerest and dearest apologizes King," **Cloudjumper bowed. **"They got away from me again."**

**"No worries Cloudjumper, they're just hatchlings after all. No harm done, it's in their nature to be curious and to have the desire to explore."**

**"Even so… ever since Hiccup started learning how to crawl it's been chaotic."**

**"Don't worry Cloudjumper they're just growing up," **the Bewilderbeast replied. **"That being said though, I want you to know that once Hiccup reaches the age where he can walk properly I want his studies to begin. While he may not be able to speak the entirety of words of the dragon language by then at least he will be able to understand them. Each species of dragon will take their turn teaching Hiccup about their abilities, strengths, weaknesses, characteristics and behavior. Hiccup is a smart hatchling, he will be a quicker learner no doubt. Is that clear?"**

**"I understand your majesty, but if you don't mind I would like my sons back."**

The King finally let out his chuckle and nodded his head.

**"Toothless. Hiccup. Boys get down here this instant!" **Cloudjumper called.

The two hatchlings finally saw that their father had found them and they let out a squeal of delight. The Bewilderbeast lowered his head in front of Cloudjumper.

**"Dad!" **Toothless exclaimed as he bounced off the King's head and into his father embrace.

Cloudjumper then picked up Hiccup while the Bewilderbeast went back into his sitting position. The boys were laughing as their father hugged them.

**"I love you both too," **Cloudjumper responded to the laughter of his sons. **"But you have to find other ways of showing me you love, please. If this keeps up I'm going to be mistaken for your grandfather."**

The boys continued to laugh even more, understanding their father's joke. Now that he had his sons back in his sight he bowed again to the Bewilderbeast.

**"Thank you King for you kind hospitality, I'll be taking my leave now. Have a nice day."**

**"The pleasure was all mine Cloudjumper, you too have a nice day… and you too little hatchlings."**

Hiccup and Toothless waved their hand and claw in the air to say goodbye to their playmate while being carried on their father's back. The Bewilderbeast set his head down and decided to take a nap, playing with those two sure made him tired but he was happy to see that they were growing into fine hatchlings.

_**I look forward to the future you two will create together. The future where humans and dragons will come together as one… that will be a sight to behold. **_

With that sleep overtook the King. Cloudjumper and his sons went back to their nest, the father immediately laid down on the floor to rest his tired body. He placed his sons on the floor as well, Hiccup started to crawl again but he didn't wander too far thankfully. He too was tired from the day of play he had with his brother and the King. Toothless walked behind him to make sure he didn't step on something that would hurt him.

**"Da…" **soft words filled the air. **"Da…"**

Cloudjumper's eyes quickly opened and he focused his attention on his sons. The words didn't sound like they belonged to Toothless which could only mean…

**"Hiccup?"**

The human child only turned his head and with a wide smile on his small face said his first word.

**"Da… Dad… Dad!"**

**"Hiccup you talked!"**

Toothless pounced on Hiccup and began to lick his face, showing his excitement. Hiccup only laughed as Cloudjumper picked up the both of them and nuzzled them.

**"You both can talk now… Hiccup you can talk in dragonese too, I was hoping for that my son. I'm so proud of you both!"**

The small family slept well that night, they were huddled together and their dreams were full of good things. Hiccup and Toothless will continue to grow, both physically and mentally. Their adventures have only just begun and soon they will be able to venture into the outside world together.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**

**Have a great holiday everyone! I'll see you again soon in the next chapter. **
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**"Come on Hiccup, walk to Dad," **Cloudjumper said as he held out his wings towards his now one year old son. **"You can do it."**

Hiccup struggled to get on his feet; Toothless walked up beside him and allowed Hiccup to use him as a way to stand up. Once Hiccup was up on his feet he carefully put one foot in front of the other then tried to move the other foot. He fell down on his stomach but he didn't cry, Cloudjumper told Toothless not to interfere when he fell down so that way Hiccup can learn better. He picked himself back up and this time without the aid of Toothless.

**"Cup!" **cheered Toothless.

Hiccup held his arms out in front of him and began to take more steps. He was careful to keep his balance and by the time he realized it he was walking into his father's wings.

**"Cup!" **Toothless bounced up and down while cheering for his brother.

Toothless ran over to his brother and started nuzzling him, Hiccup accepted the nuzzle and returned it.

**"Toothy!" **Hiccup exclaimed while nuzzling his brother.

Hiccup's and Toothless's vocabulary was starting to expand greatly. So far Hiccup knew how to say "Dad", "Toothy" was as close as he could say to "Toothless" at the moment, "bruther" for "brother", "food", "dragon", "human", "Clawa" was his pronunciation of "Clawdia", "King", "sleepy", "no" and "bye." On the other hand, Toothless knew how to say "Dad", "Cup" was his way of calling "Hiccup", "fish", "brother", "scale", "claw", "hatchling", "dragon", "Clawdia" and "King."

**"Dad!" **Hiccup happily stated and gave Cloudjumper a nuzzle as well.

**"I'm so proud of you son," **Cloudjumper replied and gave Hiccup a hug with his wings and invited Toothless over.

Clawdia heard the commotion emitting from Cloudjumper's nest and decided to pay the family a visit. She saw the cute picture of Cloudjumper wrapping his wings around both of his sons. She chuckled and that caught the attention of Cloudjumper and the boys.

**"Why hello Clawdia,"** Cloudjumper greeted.

**"Clawa!"** Hiccup welcomed.

**"Clawdia!"** Toothless exclaimed.

**"Greetings Cloudjumper and greetings to you too boys."**

**"Clawdia stay where you are for a moment, there's something I want to show you," **Cloudjumper placed the boys down and gave Hiccup a wink.

The boy knew what his father wanted him to do and immediately stood up. His struggled to get his balance for a second but he managed to stay up. He slowly walked to Clawdia then he picked up the pace a little. Clawdia stood there in awe and watch the human hatchling make his way to her. She opened her wings to him and waited for him, he walked straight into them. He giggled and so did Clawdia.

**"Way to go Hiccup!" **she cheered for him. **"You're growing into a fine boy dear."**

**"Toothy too!" **he added.

**"Yes Toothless is too."**

Toothless stood with his snout in the air, showing his pride to Clawdia's and his brother's statement about himself. Cloudjumper smiled at his son's action, Hiccup then turned away from Clawdia and began to walk back to his father.

**"He's already a year old…" **Clawdia said.

**"Yes… and so is Toothless,"** Cloudjumper said as he caught Hiccup in his wings again.

_**It's been a year since I made Hiccup and Toothless my sons… since I became their father. **_

Cloudjumper started to become nostalgic as he watched Hiccup make his way to Toothless, he recalled the day he first met the human hatchling. How cute and innocent he looked wrapped in his fur blanket while lying down in his cradle. How his piercing green eyes connected with his soul and how his little arms welcomed the dragon's presence. That memory was forever burned into his mind and the proof that it occurred was on Hiccup's chin. The little cut that was given to him by Cloudjumper was still there. It was now a scar and Cloudjumper still felt guilty that he did that to Hiccup. He knew it was an accident but that didn't lessen his guilt. Clawdia noticed the change in Cloudjumper's facial expression and immiedialey knew what he was thinking.

**"It was an accident Cloudjumper," **Clawdia said as she wrapped one of her wings over him.

**"I know but still…"**

**"No buts, it was an accident. You've done more than enough to show Hiccup your love for him and for Toothless as well. Both boys are lucky to have a father like you Cloudjumper."**

**"Do you really think so?"**

**"I know so and so do they."**

Clawdia pointed to his sons and he watched as they started wrestling with each other. Toothless was careful with his teeth and claws as Hiccup tried to get the upper hand. Their laughter filled the nest. So did Cloudjumper's and Clawdia's.

**"Hiccup will be starting his studies soon Clawdia. The King has made his decision, he said that when Hiccup starts walking that's when it will happen."**

**"Is that so? The King will probably make the announcement soon then… but he'll probably wait a longer just until Hiccup gets use to walking."**

**"Yes, I'll have to tell or rather show him the development Hiccup has made now. During Hiccup's studies I'll be teaching Toothless more about being a dragon. I'll teach him how to fly, hunt, hide from predators and all the other stuff that comes with being a dragon."**

**"It shows what a good father you are Cloudjumper."**

**"Thank you Clawdia."**

**"You welcome old friend."**

Clawdia took her leave once Cloudjumper started getting ready to go see the King. He placed Hiccup on his back and made sure Toothless walked beside him. He met up with the Bewilderbeast at his nest and placed Hiccup next to his brother. Cloudjumper bowed down, Toothless followed his father's example and bowed down as well to show the King respect.

**"Good evening Cloudjumper. Good evening Cloudjumper's sons"**

**"Good evening dear King."**

**"King!" **Toothless and Hiccup greeted in unison.

**"Please arise Cloudjumper and sons. Toothless and Hiccup let me get a good love at you."**

Toothless and Hiccup looked at Cloudjumper to which he nodded. They held up their heads and allowed the Bewilderbeast to look at them. The King admired how healthy and strong the boys looked, just by looking at their faces he could tell. He then turned to Cloudjumper and gave a nod of approval of how he was raising the boys. Cloudjumper bowed he head real quickly before facing Hiccup.

**"Hiccup show the King what you have learned today."**

Hiccup gave his father a small smile then stood up on his legs, the King looked shocked at first but his expression became filled with joy soon after. The human hatchling walked toward the King with arms wide open, his little face still held a smile. The Bewilderbeast waited for the embrace the child would give him with pride. Hiccup reached him and let out a giggle.

**"King!"**

**"That's right Hiccup that's the King of the Dragons," **Cloudjumper stated with dignity.

**"King… dragon," **Hiccup repeated.

**"Close enough," **Cloudjumper chuckled.

**"The time is drawing near Cloudjumper," **the Bewilderbeast said. **"His studies will begin soon now… he'll learn everything about the dragon kind. He will be a step closer to fulfilling that dream of ours… the dream that has become my own now."**

**"Yes and while that is going on I will be teaching Toothless all about being a dragon."**

**"Of course, as soon as Hiccup gets use to his legs the teachings will begin. Every specie of dragon will have a month of teaching and they will occur in the morning. He will have one day off per week during this month as a way of relaxing. Is that clear?"**

**"Yes your majesty."**

**"Good,** **I will make the announcement tomorrow morning to the other dragons," **the King said then turned his attention to the hatchlings. **"Boys, your futures will be bright and full of accomplishments I just know it."**

**"I know they will be," **Cloudjumper replied. **"I must now excuse myself and my sons King it's time for them to eat."**

**"Yes be on your way then, goodbye Toothless and Hiccup. Have a good rest of the day Cloudjumper."**

**"You too your highness," **Cloudjumper took a bow then left with the boys.

The rest of the day went by fast, the morning came and a new dawn was born. The King summoned all of the dragons with a loud roar. The dragons immediately woke up from their slumber and arose from their nests. They gathered around the King's nest and waited patiently for him to make his announcement. Once the Bewilderbeast caught sight of Cloudjumper and the boys he motioned his head for them to come over. The dragons saw this action and opened a pathway for Cloudjumper and his sons. They made their way to the King's nest and turned around to face the rest of the dragons. The Bewilderbeast cleared his throat and begun his announcement.

**"Good morning my fellow dragons, I do hope you all had a wonderful slumber," **he started. **"I have called you here today to make an important announcement regarding the human hatchling named Hiccup."**

The dragons listened carefully to his words and then they looked at Hiccup after he said the beginning of his announcement. Hiccup was busy drawing something in the dirt with a stick he found; Toothless gave it a gaze every now and then.

**"As you know it has already been one year since young Hiccup has joined our dragon community. We have watched him grow into a healthy and fine hatchling. He has become a part of our family and is our ally."**

The dragons nodded their heads in approval and agreement.

**"And now the time has come for him to learn the culture and species of the dragon kind. In a month these lessons will begin and I want every dragon specie here to teach Hiccup their ways. Everything there is to know he will learn, every dragon specie will be given a month to teach him about themselves. One day out of every week during this month will be given a day off, and the lessons will be taught in the morning."**

All the dragons began to look at each other and were amazed to see just how much Hiccup would be learning from each of them. It made them happy and filled them with a sense of honor to be the teachers to one hatchling.

**"Is that clear everyone?"**

**"Yes your majesty!" **they exclaimed in unison. **"We will be Hiccup's teachers for he is our family!"**

This action warmed Cloudjumper's heart; he saw just how much the dragon community cared for Hiccup… his Hiccup.

**"But your majesty," **a Monstrous Nightmare named Scorcheye stepped forward to address the King.** "While I'm not against Hiccup, our family member, being taught our ways I have to ask something."**

**"You may ask your question Scorcheye,"** the Bewilderbeast replied.

**"Don't you think Hiccup is too young to be taught all of this right now… I mean he's only a year old."**

The murmurs of dragons filled the sanctuary; they too were starting to wonder that. After all would Hiccup still remember all of these teachings when he grows up? Cloudjumper suddenly got nervous; Scorcheye did have a point with his statement.

_**Is it true? Is it too early for Hiccup to be learning all of this?**_

The Bewilderbeast looked down to face Hiccup and gave a small smile; he turned his attention back to his subjects.

"**There is no need to worry about that Scorcheye; I have a feeling that Hiccup will always keep these lessons close to his heart."**

The murmurs stopped.

**"I don't mean to insult you your highness but are you quite sure?" **Scorcheye questioned.

**"Yes my dear subject I'm quite sure," **the Bewilderbeast calmly stated. **"Next month the teachings will begin! My decision is final, next month there will be another announcement in order for everyone to know when it will be their turn to teach Hiccup. Understand?"**

**"Yes your highness!" **the dragons replied including Scorcheye who was now released from his worries.

**"Good you are all dismissed and have a good day."**

**"You too King!"**

All of the dragons expect for Cloudjumper left the King's nest and returned to their own. Cloudjumper wait until he was sure it was just him with the King and his sons. Once the others were out of sight Cloudjumper turned toward the Bewilderbeast.

**"Your majesty did you mean that? I mean what you said about Hiccup?"**

**"Of course I did. Hiccup will learn and he will treasure those teachings."**

**"But what makes you so sure?"**

The Bewilderbeast let out a low chuckle which confused the father of two. Hiccup and Toothless were now busy playing tag with each other but Cloudjumper was too preoccupied with his talk with the King to notice. That's when the King looked into the eyes of Cloudjumper.

**"Cloudjumper… I want you to look at the patch of dirt Hiccup was sitting next to."**

Cloudjumper did as he was told and was baffled by what he saw. Next to the stick which Hiccup was using was a drawing of Toothless and Cloudjumper. It was a little messy but nonetheless it held all the proof Cloudjumper needed to know that this was the right choice.

**"I understand how King… my Hiccup will do as you say," **Cloudjumper turned his head and watched his sons play.

**"With Toothless and you by his side just I know it," **the King said. **"He's a human… with the soul of a dragon."**

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**

**This was the longest chapter I have written or typed so far. *whew***

**But to see how many people like this fanfiction makes it worth it. Thank you all for reading this story of mine. XD**
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A six year old boy walked through the tunnels of the Dragon Sanctuary; he had forest green eyes, adorable freckles that covered his cheeks and brown hair. He wore a brown loincloth, a necklace that contained several baby teeth that were given to him by the dragon hatchlings that were growing older with one of them being his own baby tooth and went around barefooted. He made his way to a small opening that lead to the outside, it was too small for the average human or Viking to see since it was buried deep among the spikes of ice that encased the dragon haven. He breathed in the air and listened to the waves of the ocean clashed into themselves and the rocks that poked out of the water. He saw the white clouds cover the blue sky with their various shapes and forms.

"**The outside world," **the boy spoke in dragonese. **"I wonder what other things lie beyond these waters… it must be a world full of mystery and wonder."**

Today was his day off from studying, this month he was learning from the Hideous Zippleback species. Don't get him wrong he enjoyed participating in these studies but sometimes he couldn't help but wonder what on the outside of this place. This outside world seemed to call out to him… he felt as if it was a voice that waited for him to come home. But he was home… wasn't he?

"**I could never ask Dad that though… or anyone else here for that matter."**

It's not like it was the first time he had these kinds of thoughts. He wasn't dumb… he noticed the differences between his the dragons and himself. Hiccup he was different but he didn't know whether or not was another kind of dragon or just something else altogether. He didn't want to ask Cloudjumper though for he feared it might hurt him.

"**I might hurt Dad and Toothless, they're my family and I love them. I don't want them to think otherwise."**

Hiccup sat down and pondered these thoughts again to himself. He wanted answers but it seemed like he wasn't going to get them here. If only… if only… he could…

"**Hiccup!" **a familiar voiced called.

"**Dad…" **he whispered as he stood up.

"**Hiccup there you are! I should have known you'd be here again, what did I tell you about running off without telling anyone where you were going?"**

"**I know, I know Dad… I'm sorry… I just wanted to see the outside again," **Hiccup bowed his head in shame.

Cloudjumper noticed his son's action and all his anger and frustration melted away. He just couldn't stay mad at his son… any of his sons. I placed his snout on Hiccup's head and gave it him a nuzzle. Hiccup let out a laugh and a smile replaced his shamed face.

"**That's the face I love to see!" **Cloudjumper exclaimed.

The sounds of another body made its way to Cloudjumper and Hiccup, it was Toothless who was trailing behind is father. The six year old dragon struggled to get over last piece of rock that led to the opening but eventually made it through.

"**Hiccup there you are! Dad found you," **Toothless said to his brother. **"We were worried about you."**

"**I know I got it from Dad too Toothless," **Hiccup smiled at the Night Fury.

"**Don't worry I'm not mad, as long as you're safe there's nothing to be mad about," **Toothless rubbed his body alongside Hiccup.

Hiccup patted Toothless on the back and gave him a hug. Cloudjumper adored the two boys and one might say he spoiled them too much but he was a father so he had an excuse. However, sometimes he felt like he gave them too much freedom, Hiccup's defiance of not telling anyone his whereabouts proved that. He let out a sigh.

"**Anyway, Hiccup I was just about to tell you and your brother something before I realized you were missing again."**

"**Sorry again Dad."**

"**Yes I know you are but please at least let Toothless know where you are next time. He is your brother after all."**

"**I will next time I promise."**

"**Good boy," **Cloudjumper said. **"Now what I was about to tell you both was that I've decided to take you to the outside world."**

"**What?" **the boys said in unison.

"**That's right you are going to see the outside world with me. It's a good way for Toothless to test out his wings and it's good for Hiccup to see what's beyond this place."**

"**Really? This better not be a trick Dad!" **Hiccup replied.

"**No trick son, this is for real."**

Toothless and Hiccup bounced with joy and danced around each other.

"**When do we leave?" **Toothless asked.

"**Right now."**

"**Really?" **Hiccup questioned.

"**As soon as you get on my back we can leave." **

Hiccup climbed on Cloudjumper's back while Toothless readied his wings, they took off into sky. Hiccup screamed with excitement and held his arms up in the air. He missed this feeling; he had vague memories of doing this with his father when he was a baby. He recalled the times where they went out to find Hiccup some nourishment. Even as a baby he still had these memories even if they weren't so clear they were still memories… memories of being one with the sky.

"**We'll head to a cove that's not far from a village then we head out on foot and take a look around," **Cloudjumper announced. **"That way you boys can do some sightseeing while staying hidden."**

"**That sounds terrific!" **Toothless exclaimed. **"Ready to go exploring Hiccup?"**

"**You know it bud!" **

Along the way the boys chatted about what they were going to do first and how they were going to do it. Meanwhile, Cloudjumper paid attention to where he was going; he knew that bringing Hiccup along for this trip might cause him to question his heritage and family. For they were heading to Berk! The place where Hiccup was born and where Cloudjumper made his decision to take him back to the Dragon Sanctuary. He wanted to at least see where he truly came from and what his kind looked. He could only hope that the boy wouldn't hate him too much… it would break his heart to hear that his son hated him. While they may not be the same species he would always be Cloudjumper's son.

He already told the King and the other dragons about his plan, some didn't agree with what he was doing but the King did and to them that's all that mattered. They agreed that it would be Hiccup's decision as to whether or not he would want to stay with the dragons or go back to the humans. Toothless wasn't aware of what he was doing either but nevertheless he continued with the journey.

"**There it is," **Cloudjumper said and he closed in. **"Toothless start preparing for landing."**

"**Yes Dad."**

The dragons landed on the grass quietly and Hiccup jumped off Cloudjumper's back. They rested for a bit then Cloudjumper cleared his throat. That caught the attention of the boys, their father was about to lay down the rules. He had a knack for doing that.

"**Boys as you know we are on an island that could be crawling with predators that would hunt down and kill us. You are allowed to explore but you must stay hidden. Do you understand?"**

"**Yes sir… Dad!" **they nodded their heads.

"**Good, now Toothless use your claws to climb that wall and Hiccup wrap your arms around his neck while he is climbing, don't let go. I will be watching you both from afar so don't overdo your exploring." **

"**Okay Dad don't worry I'll take care of Hiccup," **Toothless said.

"**And I'll take care of Toothless," **Hiccup said as he wrapped his arms tightly around his brother's neck.

The boys made their way up the wall while Cloudjumper watched. Once the boys were out of sight the Stormcutter took a deep breath and let out a sigh. He was worried.

_**Am I making the right choice? He's done wonderfully so far in the dragon community; he's excelling in his studies. In a few more months he'll be done completely and he will officially be the link between our world and the human world. But… I can't help but feel as if we're forcing him to choose to be a 'dragon. 'But he's not…he's a human. I know it may sound like it's too late especially after all we've been through but I wonder if I should return Hiccup back to his human home, would it be better for him at this point? Am I being selfish by saying I want him to continue living as something he's not?**_

Cloudjumper knew these thoughts clouded young Hiccup's mind, he wanted to know why he wasn't like the other dragons and Cloudjumper was afraid to give him the answers. He thought that maybe it would be easier to show him rather than tell him. He would see the humans, their village and their culture. He will see that he is one of them and not really a dragon after all. He decided he would tell Hiccup the whole story of how came to be a 'dragon' after he has seen the humans for himself.

_**I took him because I feared that his gift of understanding and speaking dragonese would be destroyed if he was raised under the care of Vikings. A gift such as that would be too precious to waste, I raised him as my son and he will always be my son no matter what path he chooses. Whether it is the path of a human or a dragon. **_

"**I await your answer Hiccup, my dear son." **

**Hiccup is on Berk for the first time in six years… what will his reaction be once he discovers there are more like him? Will he forgive Cloudjumper for his past action or will he turn away from the path that would unite the dragon and human communities? **

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **
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Toothless walked through the forest with Hiccup on his back and took in the beautiful scenery of the sun covered trees, the small bushes and the small animals that inhabited this forest. Hiccup was amazed how different the atmosphere felt here compared the atmosphere at the Dragon Sanctuary. It felt familiar somehow.

"**This place feels so different from home," **Hiccup said aloud.

"**Well that's because it's not home Hiccup," **Toothless replied.

"**I know but still I can't help but feel as if I've been here before Toothless."**

"**That's weird; I don't remember Dad ever talking about this place before."**

"**I know and that makes it more confusing for me," **Hiccup said as he facial expression became one full of despair and frustration.

"**Aw don't get all sad faced on me Hiccup, come one let's continue to explore this mysterious island. You'll feel better."**

Hiccup felt bad that he making his brother feel his confusion; he didn't mean to ruin their adventure together. He decided he would leave all his questions for another day and put a smile on his face.

"**Yeah you're right I can't be sad now especially when it's the first time we've been outside the sanctuary."**

"**That's the spirit!" **

Hiccup got off Toothless's back and started to climb some of the tree; he had the perfect view of the island's vast land. Toothless soon joined him and caught the same sight as he did. They were amazed on how such a small island could have a wide range of life… just like the Dragon Sanctuary. Just then Hiccup saw some smoke not far from where they were, it touched the sky and turned the small part into a gray color.

"**Are there other dragons here?" **Hiccup asked.

"**Dad didn't say anything about other dragons being here… I thought all dragons lived at the sanctuary," **Toothless added.

"**Maybe some dragons aren't aware that there is a sanctuary. Let's go see what kind of dragon it is, if he or she is need of help or protection we should tell them about the sanctuary."**

"**I don't know Hiccup; shouldn't we let Dad do the talking when it comes to meeting new dragons?"**

"**Aw come on Toothless where's your sense of adventure?" **Hiccup said while a small smirk appeared on his face. **"Don't tell me you're a cowardly chicken now? I thought you were a dragon."**

"**Oh that's it little mister we are heading over there! I'll show you what a real dragon does it!" **

Toothless quickly placed Hiccup on his back and landed on the ground. He took off in the speed of light, his sleek body missing all the trees, bushes and rocks that crossed his path. Hiccup held on tightly, he could feel his heart pounding at the same speed at Toothless's run. This was their first adventure in the outside world, what a thrill it was! Toothless suddenly came to a stop once he caught sight of where the smoke was emitting from. But he didn't stop because he found a dragon… no it was something entirely different from a dragon. He could see that they were several of them and the confusing part was that they looked like his brother!

Hiccup didn't understand why his brother until he got off his back. He saw something that will change his life. There these things that looked like him and there were tons of them! They walked on two legs like he did, they didn't have claws or wings and some of them had hair on their heads.

"**What's going on here?" **Hiccup asked. **"Why do these things look like me bud?"**

"**I was just about to ask the same thing Hiccup. I've never seen anyone like you before; I thought you were the only one of your kind."**

"**My kind?"**

"**Yeah, when we were younger I remember Dad and the other dragons used to call you a 'human hatchling' but I never really understood what that meant. I thought it meant you were some other kind of dragon… I never really questioned it."**

"'**Human hatchling?' That sounds similar to a 'dragon hatchling' bud. So I'm not a dragon at all… I'm a human?"**

"**Hiccup…" **

Toothless didn't have time to comfort Hiccup as he ran closer to the species that they now knew as 'humans,' Toothless didn't react at first but then he realized what he was about to do.

"**Hiccup wait! Dad said not overdo the exploring!" **he called out.

He tried to run after him but was immediately stopped by another's presence, he turned around to his father. Cloudjumper had a look of despair on his face as he looked into his son's green eyes… the same color as Hiccup's.

"**Dad! You're here!"**

"**I told you I would be watching you both from afar."**

"**Dad… is it true? Is Hiccup not a dragon?"**

Cloudjumper leaned closer to the Night Fury and nuzzled him. Toothless nuzzled back and tears started to well up in his eyes.

"**I'm sorry Toothless but it's true… Hiccup is not a dragon he's a human and this is where he was born."**

"**So those things we saw are his species?"**

"**Yes."**

"**How?"**

"**When he comes back I will tell you both the truth," **Cloudjumper gazed off into the distance. **"If he comes back."**

Toothless started to bawl like a hatchling once he heard his father say that. The Stormcutter wrapped his wings around the Night Fury, Toothless let it all out. He was so scared now… he was going to lose his brother!

_**Hiccup please don't leave us… don't leave me brother! I don't care what you are you'll always be my brother. Please, I don't want to be alone again!**_

Meanwhile, Hiccup was now hiding behind some bushes that were closer to the village. He watched with amazement how the humans were busy working on stuff with strange looking tools, how some of them were playing with another, how the parents held hands with their children and how much they looked like him. His heart started to hurt; it felt like his world just came crashing down… everything he learned from the dragons now seemed like lie. Did they truly care for him? Were they just using him as some sort of sick joke? What about his father and brother? Could he even call them that anymore? Tears trailed down his face, he started to sniffle. He wiped his eyes with his arm and looked at the humans again.

Now that he knew he was one of them he was tempted to reach out and talk to them. He was tempted to go into the village and see what living as a human meant. But there was something holding him back… he couldn't just go back into a world like this and forget about Cloudjumper and Toothless. Even if it was a lie he still found himself caring about them.

"**I'm so torn right now," **he whispered.

He stood up and started to run in the opposite direction, his eyes burned with the sensation of tears. He closed them for a moment and that's when he hit something solid.

"Ow!" a voice yelled.

"**Ow!" **he cried.

After rubbing his face in order to remove some of the pain he opened his eyes and came face to face with a human! It was a girl, he could tell because she had a different physique than him. He was smaller and possessed a petite frame. He learned the differences between a boy and girl from the dragon's teachings. She had long blonde hair that was tied back into a braid and sky blue eyes; she was wearing the traditional Viking wear for a young girl.

"Hey buddy what's your problem?" she exclaimed.

Hiccup didn't answer her; he was too busy observing her. How she was so similar to him and yet different in her own way. He snapped back to reality once the girl got closer to his face.

"Hey I'm talking to you! Who are you anyway? I've never seen you around here before!"

He realized he could understand her! He knew the words that were coming out of her mouth.

"**Um… um… I'm new here," **he spoke in his dragon tongue.

"What? What are you saying? What kind of a language is that?"

"**You can't understand me? I'm speaking in clear dragonese."**

"Hey! Norse! Speak using Norse words dummy!"

"**Norse?"**

He's never spoken Norse before but he supposed he could give it a try. After all he could understand it, how hard could it be to speak it?

"**I... I… I…," **he started. "I… I'm… new… here."

He did it! He spoke Norse!

"That's better! So you're new here huh? If that's the case where are your parents or your tribe?"

"Well… my dad… and… brother… are… close… by," he answered carefully.

He didn't want to give away that his father and brother were dragons; he didn't know how the humans felt about dragons yet. He certainly didn't want to give his secret away to a girl he just met and one who didn't seem to like him much so far.

"So there are more of you? Do they dress as strangely as you?"

He looked down at himself, he was dressed strangely?

"I'm… strange?"

The girl gave him a look then started to laugh; she curled her arms around her stomach and fell to the ground. Hiccup was so confused but he could felt his face turn red. She stopped after a few seconds then turned back to him."

"You are strange alright… but you're interesting too!"

"Really?"

"Yes really. Anyway, you got a name?"

"You… sure… do… ask… a… lot… of questions."

She gave him another look then crossed her arms. She blew some of her bangs out of her face and faced him again.

"Well excuse me if I'm curious about what a stranger such as you is doing here on Berk. Normally I should report someone like you to the Chief and he would deal with you-"

"No! Please… don't … do that… I… don't… mean… any harm."

"I know that! I mean look at you, you're a little boy with no armor or weapons. Who would see you as a threat?"

She started to laugh again and this time he started to laugh with her. She brought up a good point; he was as harmless as anyone could be. The girl wiped away some of the tears that were caused by her laughing while Hiccup brushed himself off and stood up. She finally got a good look at him and what caught her attention was what he wore around his neck.

"Hey are those dragon teeth?"

He forgot about the dragon teeth he wore as a necklace. She was going to find out his secret if he didn't respond appropriately.

"Um… yes… my dad… got them for… me."

"Wow. I'm impressed! I would have never guessed that you were the offspring of a dragon killer like that!"

"Dragon killer?"

"Well yeah what else are you supposed to do with dragons?"

Humans kill dragons? What? Hiccup was suddenly terrified of humans and he wasn't even a dragon.

"Uh… yeah… my dad is… pretty amazing."

"That's awesome; by the way we haven't been properly introduced yet. My name is-"

"Astrid!" a voice called in the distance.

"Oh no it's my mom! She must've been looking for me since I didn't tell her where I was going… again." she joked to herself.

Oh no was right… he didn't want anyone else to see him at this point! He had to hide!

"Hey I'm sorry but I have to-"

She stopped talking once she saw that the strange boy was gone, not trace of him could be seen.

_Wow he can disappear quickly! He has the speed of a dragon. Aw but I never got his name… oh well maybe I'll see him again someday. At least I hope I will._

The girl named Astrid was reunited with her mother; little did they know they were being watched by Hiccup in the trees. He climbed up the closest tree he could find and hid himself amongst the leaves. He watched how the mother gave Astrid a scolding then hugged her tightly.

"It's just like me and Dad," he whispered. **"Just like me and Dad."**

He watched as the mother and daughter pair leave the forest and went back into the village called Berk. He found himself yearning for the same kind of attention from his father and brother. He looked at the necklace, there three teeth in the middle that meant the most to him. The middle one was the first baby tooth he lost, on the left side was Toothless's first baby tooth that he lost and on the right side was Cloudjumper's first baby tooth he lost years ago. His father kept some of his baby teeth from when he was younger and decided to give Hiccup the first one he ever lost. Other dragon baby teeth surrounded the three middle ones.

"**They represent our bond, our family's bond," **Hiccup said. **"My worst fear was that I would be separated from Toothless and Dad. Such a childish fear but it would really hurt when I thought about stuff like that. Dad's tooth was the first one I got then Toothless's then mine. Dad said as long as I wore this I would never be alone and that their love would always be with me… Dad…brother."**

Hiccup suddenly jumped down from the tree and ran toward a familiar direction. After seeing everything today he now knew where he needed to be!

"**I am Hiccup and I am a human with a dragon's soul!" **he shouted as he ran.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **
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**HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!**

Cloudjumper and Toothless were at the cove, Cloudjumper was just starting at his reflection in the small lake that was there. Toothless was pacing back and forth while mumbling under his breath.

**"Hiccup please come back. Whatever it is you need I'm sure you, me and Dad can work it out together. Just come back to us… come back home with us."**

Cloudjumper could hear his son's pleas and he didn't say anything for he feared he would crush the Night Fury's hopes. However, he'd be lying if he said he didn't have the same pleas when it came to Hiccup's return.

**"If he chooses to return."**

Cloudjumper continued to stare at his reflection, at time he would stick his claw in the water and swirl it around. The ripples would spread throughout the entire lake and his reflection would shake for a while. He let out a sigh and laid his head down on his claws, he waited to see what would Hiccup's answer would be. Toothless stopped pacing after a while and walked over to Cloudjumper. He laid down next to him and rubbed his head against his father's body. Cloudjumper gave him a small smile and gave Toothless a small lick on the head. Toothless laid his head down but then he heard something from a faraway distance, Cloudjumper heard it too and immediately stood up.

**"Toothless get behind me," **he said.

Toothless hid behind Cloudjumper and he opened his wings wide enough to shield his son from whatever was coming their way. After a few minutes the sound stopped and something came out of the vegetation of the forest. It was a small from that held a familiar scent to the dragons.

**"Dad! Toothless!" **a voice cried out.

The voice was familiar too; after all they had known it for six years!

**"Hiccup?" **Cloudjumper questioned.

**"Hiccup?" **Toothless whispered. **"Hiccup! It's you!" **

**"In the flesh bud!" **

Toothless ran out of his father's cover and climbed the cove's surrounding walls. He tackled his brother and began licking his face repeatedly.

**"Aw Toothless, you're getting me all wet!" **Hiccup shouted with a smile on his face.

Toothless kept licking Hiccup's face while Cloudjumper watched in shock, not because of the attention the boys were giving to each other but at the fact that Hiccup came back! He came back to them! Even after all he saw, the humans and the village. Toothless grabbed Hiccup and placed him on his back; he flew down to the cove and landed next to Cloudjumper.

**"Hiccup… you came back." **Cloudjumper said.

**"Yeah, I did."**

**"But why? Don't you hate me now that you know about your true species? I took you away from your home, away from your real family."**

Hiccup went quiet for a second then jumped off Toothless's back; he slowly walked to Cloudjumper and gave him a hug. Cloudjumper was surprised at first but then wrapped his wings around the boy.

**"My real family is right here in front of me and back at the sanctuary," **Hiccup said. **"It's true that I was angry and confused when I found out that there were other beings that looked like me, I thought that everything I learned with dragons was a lie. I thought this family was a lie as well, that none of the dragons really cared about me and it was all just a joke. But then I remembered the necklace around my neck, I remember you telling about how I would never be alone as long as I wore it."**

Cloudjumper found himself remembering that too as did Toothless.

**"I realized that no matter what would happen between us that our bond will always be there, even if I'm not a dragon I still found myself caring about you both. I can't just go back into the human world forgetting everyone I care about."**

**"Hiccup," **Cloudjumper spoke. **"I don't want you to feel like you were forced into becoming a part of the dragon community that's why I brought you here with Toothless. I want you to have that choice. You can stay here and live with the humans, this island is where you were born and your real parents are back there in that village you saw. Or if you want you can come back to the sanctuary, I won't force you to do anything you don't want."**

Hiccup already knew what his choice was and he didn't feel any regret in what his decision will be. He knew what he wanted even if he was only a child, even if it meant leaving the past he could've gotten to know behind. He knew his real family was back there and maybe he could've gone back to them but at the same time he felt as if his destiny lied beyond the human world. He apologized to them in his mind but thanked them for giving him life since without them he never would've gotten to known his current family.

**"I know what I'm leaving behind but I'm a human with a dragon's soul, that's what I now understand and I don't hate you for what you did... Dad."**

Cloudjumper's eyes were starting to well up with tears; Toothless finally joined in the hug and Hiccup wrapped an arm around him while keeping another wrapped around his father. Hiccup's and Toothless's eyes started to leak tears as well, the family wasn't crying out of sadness. Rather they were crying because they were happy to be together again, the truth of Hiccup's heritage did nothing to ruin their family bond instead it made it grow stronger.

**"Can we go home Dad?" **Hiccup asked.

**"Sure son, I promised Toothless I would tell you both the story of how I found you so when we get back I'll tell you. I'll also tell you how your adoption led to Toothless's adoption."**

**"I'd like that Dad." **

Hiccup got on Cloudjumper's back while Toothless stretched his wings. They took off into the sky and left behind the human village without disturbing its inhabitants. They headed back to the sanctuary, back home. Hiccup's true home. Hiccup's hair danced in the wind and he felt the sensations of being on top of the world. When he was in the air he felt as if he could do anything. He knew that destiny and fate brought him into the world of the dragons. He was born to do this… he was born to fly alongside the dragon kind!

**"We're home boys," **Cloudjumper said as the Dragon Sanctuary came into view.

**"Home," **Hiccup said.

The dragons entered through the small entrance and made their way through the tunnels as quickly as they could. Once they were fully inside the sanctuary they landed on the soft grass. Some of the dragons stopped what they were doing and saw the family… with Hiccup!

**"Cloudjumper, Toothless, and Hiccup you're back!" **Irontalon shouted. **"Especially you Hiccup."**

**"They've returned with Hiccup!" **Scorcheye exclaimed.

**"Our family members have back to us!" **a Hideous Zippleback named Spike and Thorn said. **"Our community is whole again!"**

Hiccup could feel his face blush a little; he couldn't believe how much of a fuss they made over his return. It figures he's father told everyone what he was going to do during their trip into the outside world. Even if it was a little embarrassing this proved that the dragons did care about him, they loved him like he was one of their own! Suddenly some of the dragons were knocked out of the way and Clawdia came running up to the small family. She was panting heavily and shaking a little.

**"You came back Hiccup," **she whispered.

**"And he's here to stay Aunt Clawdia," **Toothless happily said.

Tears ran down Clawdia's face and she picked him up and brought him close to her face. She nuzzled him with her snout and Hiccup wrapped his arms around it. The rest of the dragons cheered for Hiccup and were happy that he was back.

**"He's staying! He's staying with us!" **they shouted in unison.

All this commotion caused the King to poke his head out of his nest; he saw what was going on. Hiccup has returned to them. Hiccup made eye contact with the King and Clawdia saw what the boy was looking at. She slowly put him down and Hiccup made his way to the Bewilderbeast. Once he got closer and bowed down along with the rest of the dragons.

**"I've decided to stay with the dragons dear King."**

**"You have made your choice young Hiccup. Are you sure that you are happy with this decision? I speak for the rest of the dragons that we only want you to be happy no matter where you choose to be."**

**"Thank you for your concern but I have made my decision already. This is what I want and this community is my family. I want to stay."**

**"If that is what you want then so be it," **the Bewilderbeast turned to the other dragons. **"Hiccup has chosen to stay amongst our kind! He is one of us! Let us rejoice for Cloudjumper's son and Toothless's brother!"**

**"Hooray for Hiccup!" **the dragons cheered.

**"Hooray for my son!" **Cloudjumper shouted.

**"Hooray for my brother!" **Toothless exclaimed.

Hiccup turned around and saw the dragons rejoicing, some were flying in circles and others were bouncing up in the air. Hiccup felt as if his heart could burst with joy right now, he so happy he always had the love and support of the dragon community. While he will never forget his encounter with the human girl named Astrid and what he learned from her and from observing the humans, he hoped one day he could change the humans' opinion about dragons'. That day when the dragons and humans could come together as friends and allies, that day when all of them could live in peace.

**"I will see to that future," **Hiccup whispered to himself.

It was his destiny!

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**
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**"So Dad how did you find me?"** Hiccup asked as he ate a piece of cooked fish.

**"Oh yes, I promised to tell you the story," **Cloudjumper reminded himself as he ate his meal of ten fish.

**"You also promised to tell us how you found me," **Toothless added as he roasted some of his fish dinner.

Cloudjumper let out a small smile; he admired how much his two sons were so much alike even if they weren't of the same species. He quickly reminded himself that didn't matter though and everyone knew it.

**"After dinner I will tell you the tale. How's that sound?" **Cloudjumper asked.

**"Okay," **the boys answered in unison.

The family continued to eat their meal in peace; they savored the flavor of their cooked and cooked fish. After they were finished eating it was time for bed and story time. Toothless and Hiccup snuggled together and Cloudjumper wrapped his wings around them. Once they were comfortable Cloudjumper began his tale.

**"It all started on a dark night in the village known as Berk, the dragons were busy trying to collect food for themselves. Keep in mind some of these dragons don't live here… some of them aren't even aware of its existence."**

**"Really? How come?" **Hiccup asked.

**"Well at that time the sanctuary was a new thing… the King just became the new alpha dragon and decided to create a place where dragons wouldn't need to be fearful of the outside world. However, the idea did have a few complications and problems, such as keeping the peace. Some dragons didn't like sharing space or food with other types of dragons. So for a long while there were only a minimum of dragons, I was one of the few hatchlings born during this time."**

**"But it looks like there are more dragons now," **Toothless added.

**"Yes well a few years back that's when more dragons were being welcomed here, now there are all species of dragon living here. However, there are still dragons out there forced to fend of themselves because they don't know about this place. They are the younger generation of dragons that's why they aren't aware."**

**"So the only ones who know about this place are the older generations?" **Hiccup questioned.

**"Yes and their descendants or children if you want to know."**

Hiccup let this information sink in and he immediately felt sorry for the other dragons that were still out there. That's why they were being hunted down by the humans; he shuddered once he remembered what Astrid said. He wanted to change that at least until the day humans and dragons could be together. Maybe this was another part of his destiny. Toothless nuzzled him a little when he felt Hiccup's uneasiness. Hiccup hugged Toothless tighter and continued to listen to his father's story.

**"Anyway on Berk the dragons were trying to get food and the Vikings were trying to stop them as usual. I was on a trip during that time, I decided to travel the world and see how much it has changed during my time here. Unfortunately just when I was about to return home I found myself hungry and once I saw the raid I took advantage of the situation." **

**"That's how you found the village," **Hiccup concluded.

**"Yes my son,"** Cloudjumper leaned down and gave him a gentle nuzzle. **"It was only a coincidence but now I know it was fate, it was my destiny to find you. I was making my way through the village and I broke into a house, I didn't know you were in that house asleep. I woke you up though and I was curious, I've never seen a human hatchling so close before. I was sure you would be afraid of me but you were moving your arms in the air as if to tell me to come closer."**

**"He did?" **Toothless asked.

**"Yes and when I first laid my eyes upon you. You were so small and you were wrapped up tightly in your cradle. When I stuck my claw into your cradle you immediately took it and you began to giggle. One look into your eyes told me that you weren't a killer and that you would never become one."**

**"I guess you were right about that Dad," **Hiccup said.

Indeed Cloudjumper's statement about Hiccup not being a killer was true; in the six years of his life Hiccup never hurt or killed another living thing. That was what made him different from the other humans, he was a natural born pacifist and he kept the innocence he held as a baby.

**"Just when I was having a moment with you… your… your mother… your human mother came in," **Cloudjumper quietly said with a hint of guilt in his voice. **"She misunderstood what I was doing and she was about to kill me with the weapon she held in her hands. In my haste I… I scratched you… on your chin. You started to cry after that."**

Hiccup rubbed the spot his father was talking about, so that's where he got the scar. He saw the look in his father's eyes once he said that as did Toothless, both boys snuggled closer to their father. He looked down at both of them.

**"It's okay Dad, it was an accident," **Hiccup said.

**"You would never hurt anyone of us on purpose," **Toothless added to his brother's statement.

**"I know… you boys know I love and care for both of you right?"**

**"Yes!" **the boys replied happily.

**"Good and that will never change," **Cloudjumper said. **"As I was saying, your mother startled me and I yelled at her. That's when you stopped crying… it was as if you could understand me. You understood what the both of us were saying; I knew then that you wouldn't be like the other humans. The house was coming apart and the debris threatened to hurt you, that's when I made my decision to take you with me. You had a gift, one that is too precious to waste. I knew that if you were raised amongst the humans you would lose this gift and I couldn't let that happen."**

**"So you took me to the sanctuary," **Hiccup said.

**"Yes, I took you here and that's when I brought you before the King. After explaining my story and hearing about your gift you were accepted into the dragon community… on one condition."**

**"Condition?" **Toothless questioned. **"What was the condition Dad?"**

**"You Toothless," **Cloudjumper said with a smile. **"The King would allow Hiccup to be a member of the dragon clan if I took on the responsibility of taking care of you; you were born the day before I came back to the sanctuary. Unfortunately your parents were killed before you were born. I accepted the condition and I became a father to two hatchling s in less than a day!"**

**"So that's how you found out about me," **Toothless said.

Cloudjumper nodded his head and Toothless recalled his parent's voices from when he was in his egg. He remembered the gentleness they held and the love they had for him when they use to cuddle next to his egg. So when that warmth was gone the day he hatched he knew that his parents could no longer be with him. He knew they were gone forever and he never felt so sad and lonely, he then remembered how he wrapped himself in a ball and slept for most of the day. It was the only way he could be with his parents: in his dreams. He then remembered the touch he felt in his sleep; it wasn't his parents but a Stormcutter. His future father… and his future brother were there. He met his new family and his life turned for the better.

**"When I first saw you Toothless I knew what I was doing was right. While you were afraid of me and Hiccup at first you quickly warmed up to us… your new family. I couldn't have been happier once I saw the both of you interacting with each other. Our family was complete and while I had some difficulties raising the both of you in the end it was worth it… and so know you know the truth."**

Hiccup and Toothless nodded their heads and turned to each other. They were grateful to Cloudjumper since without him they wouldn't have been brothers and he wouldn't have been their father. Hiccup then turned to the Stormcutter with a realization.

**"My human parents probably think I'm dead don't they Dad?" **

That caught the elder dragon's attention as did Toothless's attention.

**"I think so; the last thing I heard your mother yell at me was not to eat you. That's all humans think we dragons are good for: eating and killing. Either way I'm pretty sure a human's never heard of a dragon raising a human."**

**"That's not what dragons are good for Dad," **Hiccup interrupted. **"Dragons haves souls and feelings just like humans do. Why can't they see that?"**

**"They are afraid and ignorant to think something like that Hiccup. Humans and dragons being enemies is not a new thing, it's been around for hundreds of years… many humans and dragons have lost their lives due to this endless war."**

**"How awful," **Toothless said. **"Even after so many deaths the world refuses to change."**

Hiccup thought about Astrid and the rest of the Vikings he saw, they killed dragons. If he was raised amongst them he probably would've been forced to do the same thing. After all Astrid was the same age as him and she already knew what her people did to dragons, she would become a dragon killer one day too no doubt.

**"Dad," **Hiccup quietly said.

**"Yes son?"**

**"I ran into a human, a girl. Her name was Astrid and she told me how those killings but that's not all I learned from our meeting."**

**"What else did you learn son?"**

**"I… I can speak a human's language… I think she called it Norse. If what you say is true about your first encounter with me as a baby then even now I can understand and speak both languages Dad!"**

Toothless let out a gasp but Cloudjumper just remained silent. He had a feeling Hiccup would be able to speak and understand the human language, the Viking language. This came as no surprise to him.

**"I had a feeling you would."**

**"You were right to take me here Dad; I can't imagine life without dragons! I can't imagine how it would've been like to lose this gift I have. But I'll never forget about my heritage and I don't hate humans since they're the reason I'm here. Maybe one day I can meet my human parents but hopefully that will be the day when they will understand dragons the way I do."**

**"And I can't imagine life without you Hiccup!" **Toothless said as he gave Hiccup a lick. **"It's alright that you don't hate humans, Dad and I have to be thankful for them too since you're here. I would like to meet your human parents one day too… maybe we can do it together."**

Cloudjumper wasn't hurt by Hiccup's statement about meeting his human parents one day, if anything he was hopeful for it. Maybe his parents will see how much Hiccup was born to do; maybe they will understand why Hiccup was meant to be the link between their kinds.

**"You were destined for great things Hiccup… you and Toothless both. You two are the living proof of a bond that a human and dragon can have together. You will change the way humans think about dragons and the way dragons think about humans."**

**"I think so too," **Hiccup answered.

**"I will always be by Hiccup and we will accomplish such as task one way or another," **Toothless stated with pride. **"If we can stop this war then we will."**

**"As long as we're together brother," **Hiccup said he hugged Toothless.

**"Indeed, your futures will be bright and I know you two will change the world. I don't doubt that, my sons."**

The family didn't know what the future will hold for them but it didn't scare them at all. They were prepared to accomplish anything as long as they were together and as long as their bond existed. Hiccup's and Toothless's eyes began to close and they fell asleep instantly. It had been a long day; Cloudjumper gave each of them a lick on their head then laid his head down. His heart and spirit were warm… even after all that had happened he still had the love of his sons. He closed his eyes and let sleep take him.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **


	11. Chapter 11

**Soul of a Dragon Chapter 11**

"speaking"- human language

**"speaking"- dragonese**

_thinking_- human thoughts

_**thinking**_**- dragon thoughts **

**I do not own How To Train Your Dragon or any of its characters**

Four years have passed since Hiccup's discovery about his human origins, since his encounter with the village known as Berk. Hiccup was now ten years old along with his brother Toothless; he was maturing into a fine young boy. He had completed his studies and had learned all he needed to know about every single one of them. His knowledge about the dragon kind exceeded beyond the expectations of any dragon at the Sanctuary. While he was a thin and relatively small boy he made up for it with his smarts. Toothless was growing into a strong and healthy Night Fury. Being the rarest and most intelligent of the dragon species certainly put a lot of pressure on him to live up to such a title. However, like his brother he was a quick learner and everything he was taught stuck to him. His strength, speed, acrobatics in flying and senses matched no other dragon. He was practically invincible! The two of them made a good pair… and also a cute one at that.

Over the years the world seemed to grow larger and yet remained a mystery to the Viking population for none of them dared to venture out of their comfort zones. Hiccup knew about these new places, his father and brother traveled to them quite often now these days. Cloudjumper was more lenient now on letting the two boys explore the world, he figured that the more they knew the better. However, they had yet to go by themselves, Cloudjumper was always with them. Even so Hiccup and Toothless enjoyed these trips they took; they loved to see the outside word and what mysteries it held.

Lately though Hiccup's thoughts began to wander, he was wondering more and more about the other dragons out there that weren't aware of the Dragon Sanctuary. He knew Vikings killed dragons! He shivered every time he thought about it; he didn't want to think about it. But at the same time he had to accept reality for what it was. This was reality, the real world! He wanted to do something about those helpless dragons; he wanted to help them the only way he knew how. He had been talking about these thoughts with Toothless for a while now. He was surprised yet not surprised when the Night Fury agreed to what he was thinking. Toothless decided that no matter what Hiccup wanted to do relating to this war he would help. The only problem was trying to conniver their overprotective yet loving father, Cloudjumper. The King too would present an obstacle for their idea. Nevertheless, they decided what they wanted to do and they were going to discuss it with their father and the King… tomorrow morning.

Tomorrow morning quickly became today and there they were, Hiccup and Toothless were standing in front of the King and their father. They knew what they wanted to do to help out the dragon kind and keep the Vikings safe from harm at the same time. Hiccup and Toothless gave each other a nod and turned their attention toward the two adult dragons. Hiccup began to speak.

**"We want to start bringing more dragons here,"** Hiccup stated as he kneeled before the King.

Cloudjumper and the King both let out a gasp. Cloudjumper felt like his heart stopped beating for a couple of seconds, if he wasn't in the presence of the King he would've fainted. The King regained his composure.

**"What?"** the Bewilderbeast asked quietly. **"Did I hear you correctly young Hiccup?"**

**"Yes, Toothless and I want to go into the outside world and bring back the dragons that are being hunted by the Vikings."**

**"We want to help out both kinds by doing everyone a favor my King," **Toothless added.

**"Boys are you being serious?" **Cloudjumper asked.

**"Yes Dad,"** they replied in unison.

**"What brought all of this on?" **the Stormcutter questioned.

**"Dad I've been thinking about this for a while now. I know those are the younger generation of dragons but they need shelter and protection. They're the ones who put themselves at risk by participating in those raids on Viking villages. Some of those dragons might even have families, Dad! The dragons of killed hundreds of Vikings and the Vikings have killed thousands of dragons… this endless war of bloodshed will never stop unless we find a solution that fits both kinds," **Hiccup explained.

**"Hiccup's right. He's been talking about this with me for several weeks and I agree with him. While this may not let the dragons and Vikings understand each other at least it will give both sides a sense of peace for a while. The less dragons that are out there the less likely a Viking is to kill one, the dragons won't feel the need to kill Vikings either because of this. Hiccup and I will end this war one day but for now this is a small step in that direction. Then another day will come when we can take the next step… this is our destiny Dad!" **Toothless stated with pride.

The Bewilderbeast and Stormcutter just stood there in awe as they heard the boys make their argument about the fate of the dragons from the outside world. They were amazed how such a large understanding could come from ones so young. Their determination and passion made them seem like they were older than ten years old, their wisdom went beyond the years of most dragons and humans.

**"Are you sure you want to do this?" **the King asked.

**"We've been talking about this together," **Hiccup replied. **"The dragons that we can bring here will see how Toothless and I get along so easily. Seeing us can give them a sense of hope, a hope that one day this war will end and both sides can live together in peace."**

**"I will come with you both then," **Cloudjumper said.

**"No Dad. Hiccup and I want to do this on our own. We love you so much and we love this place. But we want to show you and everyone here how far we've come since being hatchlings. We want to show you that you weren't wrong regarding your decision in taking Hiccup and adopting me."**

Cloudjumper felt his spirit light up, his heart was warm. The endless love his sons had for him was sometimes too much for him to take. His eyes filled with tears but he held them in for everyone's sake. The Bewilderbeast was deeply impressed with the level of responsibility these young ones wanted to take on. So young and yet so strong.

**"Alright then," **the Bewilderbeast stated. **"I will allow this if Cloudjumper agrees as well."**

Everyone turned their attention to the Stormcutter, Cloudjumper found himself in the center of attention. He felt no pressure though; he already knew what his answer was going to be. The boys were right… he was right too… this was their destiny. Fate brought all of them together to be a family and it was fate that would allow Hiccup and Toothless to make the right decisions regarding this war. That's why he took Hiccup and that's why he took Toothless as his sons. A smile spread across his face as looked both of his sons in the eyes.

**"My answer is yes. You have my blessing for this."**

**"Thank you Dad!" **boys cheered in unison.

**"Then it's settled, Hiccup and Toothless you are allowed to start bringing more dragons here," **the King said. **"The sanctuary was built for the specific purpose of protecting the dragon kind, you two will do a fine job of maintaining that purpose by finding those who of in need of shelter and food. I warn you though, be wary of the Vikings. Make sure you are safe and protect each other."**

**"Of course we will your highness," **Toothless said as he bowed.

**"We wouldn't have it any other way," **Hiccup added.

**"Good then your quest can begin tomorrow; I will make an announcement to the rest of the dragons today in the afternoon. We shall let them know that there will be newcomers here soon… very soon."**

**"I'm so proud of you two," **Cloudjumper said as he embraced his sons with his wings.

The two boys leaned into their father's hug while the King gazed upon them with happiness and excitement. He was excited to see that Hiccup and Toothless were growing up and that they were ready to prove and show the world just how strong their bond really was.

_**The time of peace will come soon thanks to you two, while you say this is a small step in that direction but to your father and me it's a big step in your maturation. **_

Cloudjumper and his sons bowed to the Bewilderbeast one last time then went back to their nest, they waited patiently for the news. True to his word the King made the announcement in the afternoon and at first the dragons were shocked to hear how the young boys were ready to take on such a heavy responsibility but they were filled with joy once they saw the look of determination on the boys faces. They agreed to what they were going to set out to do. That night the dragons held a huge ceremony to celebrate not only Hiccup and Toothless but the future newcomers that would inhabit the sanctuary alongside them. It was night to remember for Hiccup and Toothless, a joyous night. After the celebration ended all went quiet as the dragons made their way back to their nests including Hiccup, Toothless and Cloudjumper. Sleep overtook Cloudjumper quickly but the boys were too excited to sleep, their eyes were wide open and their heads were filled with images of the dragons they would see in their future adventures.

**"I can't wait for tomorrow Hiccup," **Toothless whispered.

**"I know me too; I can't wait to see all the dragons we'll come across," **Hiccup replied in a quiet voice.

**"They'll probably be shocked to see you Hiccup. I mean I'm sure none of those dragons have ever heard of a human speaking and understanding both human and dragon languages."**

**"I think they'll get over that quickly once they see the trust you have in me. We have to show them our bond if we want them to come with us."**

**"Well that shouldn't be too hard now. After all we're brothers and best friends."**

**"Yeah. Goodnight Toothless."**

**"Goodnight Hiccup."**

The boys managed to keep their eyes shut long enough for sleep to welcome them. Their dreams were full of all the lands the dragons occupied and how many there were of each species. They couldn't wait! However, even with these dreams they knew where they wanted to head first in their quest… Berk!
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**"Be careful you two, remember to try to stay as hidden as possible from the humans," **Cloudjumper said.

**"We will Dad," **Toothless replied.

**"Don't worry we have each other," **Hiccup stated.

**"Be safe boys, we don't want to lose any of you," **Clawdia said.

**"We'll be back before you know it Aunt Clawdia," **Hiccup reassured. **"We should be back in a day."**

**"I know but still just be cautious you two," **Clawdia responded.

Cloudjumper smiled at Clawdia's protectiveness and worry, he knew she cared for the boys just as much as he did. She was the closest thing to an aunt for the boys; she was their primary caretaker whenever he had to leave for whatever reason. He was very grateful for her love and affection for his sons.

**"We must have faith Clawdia. After all these boys are the hope for both dragon and human kind," **Cloudjumper said.

**"Yes, I understand that."**

**"Now boys," **Cloudjumper addressed his sons. **"Stay together at all times and come home as soon as you can."**

**"Yes Dad," **Hiccup and Toothless said in unison.

**"Oh and another thing," **Cloudjumper stated. **"Come here you two!" **

Cloudjumper spread his wings out, the boys smiled with joy and jumped into his embrace. Cloudjumper nuzzled the both of them and gave them each a quick lick. The Stormcutter then placed the boys in one wing and opened the other one out to Clawdia. She understood what he wanted her to do and he joined in the hug. They stayed like that for a minute then it was time for the boys to take off. Hiccup and Toothless made their way to the opening of the Dragon Sanctuary.

**"Alright Toothless do your thing!" **Hiccup exclaimed.

**"I thought you never ask!" **Toothless replied with glee.

Toothless spread his wings and Hiccup got on his back, Toothless then jumped into the air with great speed. His wings began to flap and the brothers disappeared into the white soft clouds that painted the blue sky. Cloudjumper and Clawdia just stood where they were and watched.

**"Do you think they'll be successful in their quest?" **Clawdia asked.

**"Of course they will… look who we're talking about Clawdia," **Cloudjumper replied. **"Those boys will stop at nothing until they achieve their goal of ending this war."**

**"We can only give them our blessings and support can we?"**

**"Yes, they need all the help they can get from us especially when the humans are too stubborn to change their opinions about dragons at the moment. We dragons have been more open minded ever since Hiccup came into the picture, the newcomers will surely understand that as well."**

**"I know they will."**

With that Cloudjumper and Clawdia made their way back to their nests and started the countdown to the boy's safe return from the human world. Meanwhile, Hiccup and Toothless were flying over the ocean and avoiding the rocks at the same time. They already knew where their destination was due to having studied the landscape of the island, Hiccup took the liberty of remembering every location his family and he went to when they went traveling. Toothless also paid attention to his surroundings in order to be on the same level as Hiccup.

**"We're almost there bud," **Hiccup said. **"Once we reach Berk we can take a quick break."**

**"Sounds good to me," **Toothless replied. **"Then we can start looking for dragons!"**

**"Yeah."**

The boys continued to fly over the vast ocean until the spotted the island known as Berk, Toothless started to fly lower just so he wouldn't catch the humans' attention. He steered toward the forest area and Hiccup held on tighter. It wasn't long before the found the cove that they had been in since four years ago. They landed quietly; Hiccup jumped off his brother's and scanned the surrounding area for any signs of life. Hiccup gave Toothless a pat as a way of telling him it was okay and the Night Fury nodded his.

**"This place hasn't changed a bit bud," **Hiccup said as he sat down next to Toothless. **"It seems like only yesterday we came here for the first time."**

**"This place has stayed the same and yet look at us," **Toothless said as he stretched out his wings to make a point. **"We're bigger, taller and smarter than were four years ago."**

Intrigued by Toothless's statement Hiccup stood and went to the small pond of water, he looked at his reflection. He saw that Toothless was right, while he still wasn't muscular he had grown taller and he looked fit. His hair had grown a little longer too and his freckles had become more pronounced. His intelligence and knowledge had increased over these last years. He turned back to his brother; he noticed that the Night Fury's body had become more muscular and large in size. His flight navigation had improved since they last time as well, Toothless was certainly living up to his Night Fury blood.

**"You're right Toothless; we have changed a little haven't we?"**

**"Yeah." **

**"How the years have passed by so quickly," **Hiccup stated.

The boys went back to relaxing for a little while longer before deciding to begin their search. They both stretched their limbs and Hiccup climbed on Toothless. The Night Fury flew onto the walls surrounding the cove and started to walk around the forest.

**"Remember Dad said to be careful Hiccup," **Toothless reminded his brother.

**"I know, as long as we stay away from the village we should be fine."**

The day seemed to have passed by quickly, night was slowly approaching and the stars started to appear. They boys were growing exhausted from their endless search; they couldn't believe that they didn't find even one dragon here!

**"There's no dragon here," **Hiccup said sadly. **"Maybe we should've gone to another island."**

**"Don't be discouraged Hiccup," **Toothless said trying to cheer his brother up. **"You live and you learn."**

**"Yeah I guess… I really wanted to help these dragons though."**

**"Well sometimes we have to-"**

Toothless didn't have time to his statement as his sensitive hearing picked up something… something coming from the distance. Toothless let out a growl while Hiccup poked his face.

**"Toothless let's hide, quickly!" **Hiccup exclaimed.

**"Got it."**

The brothers quickly hid several large rocks that were surrounded by bushes. They took a peek out of their hiding place just to see what was coming toward them. They could hear footsteps, large footsteps. Suddenly a large body burst from the brush of trees and bushes, it was a dragon! A Deadly Nadder to be precise. Hiccup and Toothless stared at the dragon with shock and excitement. There were dragons here after all. They saw blood running down the Deadly Nadder's leg and it was crying out in pain. Just when they were about to step out of their hiding place to help it they heard more footsteps coming toward them. They also heard shouting.

"Capture the beast!"

"Do not let it escape!"

"We'll make that monster pay for what it has done!"

Hiccup and Toothless had looks of fear on their faces once they saw humans leap thought the same spot the Deadly Nadder came out of. The Vikings had been following the poor injured dragon, they saw the humans were carrying weapons and nets!

**"Nets!"** Hiccup exclaimed.

**"Shh Hiccup they'll hear us,"** Toothless replied.

They saw the Deadly Nadder try to escape by flying but it was too late; the nets trapped her wings and pulled her to the ground. She landed hard on the ground and let out a cry of pain. Hiccup's eyes filled with tears as he watched the dragon suffering right before him. His hands clutched into fists as Toothless started to growl again. The Viking wrapped the Deadly Nadder tightly so it couldn't escape, that's when the Vikings split apart into two lines. A Viking of large stature made his way through the lines of humans, Hiccup and Toothless watched with awe. They were amazed at how strong and muscular the Viking looked. He was different from all the other Vikings since they went out of their way to please him. He wore a large fur cloak around his shoulders, a chain mail tunic, spiked braces over his wrists and fur boots. His features were very defined and pronounced as well; he possessed green eyes and a large red beard along with red hair. His looks alone could send people and dragons run for cover. He had a proud look on his face as he walked toward the dragon, once he got close enough he put a foot on the dragon's injured leg and stepped hard. The Deadly Nadder let out another cry.

**"No!"** Hiccup whispered fiercely.

**"Hiccup calm down, we can't take them all on by ourselves," **Toothless replied despite the fact that he was just as upset as him.

Hiccup didn't move but his anger was reaching its limit. The large Viking then stepped closer to the dragon's face and leaned down next to it. The boys heard what the Viking was about to say to it.

"Vile beast! How dare you set foot here! Your kind are nothing but savages who kill any human you can get your claws on!" he screamed. "Men, women, children… babies!"

Hiccup didn't understand why there was such an emphasis on the word "babies" but he lost interested as he saw the Viking walk back toward the vegetation. The other Vikings nodded their heads and grabbed the nets that trapped the Deadly Nadder. The dragon couldn't do anything as it was dragged by the humans. They disappeared into the night. The boys stepped out of their hiding place and Hiccup let out the frustrated groan he had been holding in all this time. He rubbed his hands through his hair and started to pace around. Toothless could tell he was very upset; he placed a wing over Hiccup and pulled his brother close to him. They stayed like that for several minutes before Hiccup broke the tension.

**"Why Toothless?" **Hiccup asked. **"Why do they have to be so mean to dragons?"**

**"That's just how it is Hiccup. That's why we're here… the reason why we were born."**

Hiccup remembered his father's face as Toothless said that, he recalled how his father and the other dragons at the Sanctuary always said that he and Toothless were the future. The ones who would bring about a new era of peace. Hiccup understood that he couldn't afford to let his emotions run wild at the moment, he couldn't lose focus. His brother and him came here to find dragons and that's what they were going to do. Even if it meant trespassing on a Viking's village.

**"Come one bud, we're going to that village and we're going to take back our comrade!"**

**"That's the Hiccup I know and love." **

Hiccup jumped on Toothless's back and they ran through the forest dodging the trees, bushes and rocks. They saw lights coming from up ahead and they knew that were going in the right direction. Once they reached another hiding place that's when they saw the village. Not surprisingly there was barley any one out and the people who were out were already heading to back their homes in order to get ready for bed. Hiccup scanned the area to see where they would take the Deadly Nadder and that's when he saw a large ring, it was caged on the outside and had strong wooden doors with a heavy lock.

**"There," **Hiccup said as he pointed.

**"The ring, of course. A human's natural fear of dragons would allow them to cage up dragons."**

**"We stick to the shadows Toothless, no one can see us and no one can hear us either. We have to be silent and quick."**

**"No offense Hiccup but you're talking to a Night Fury here. The fastest and smartest of all the dragon species."**

**"And that's why I love and have faith in you. We're going to have some trouble breaking it out of there though, we can't break those locks and doors using your abilities without waking the entire village up."**

**"It's doubtful that they would leave the keys just anywhere Hiccup unless…"**

Just then Toothless caught sight of a Viking with missing limbs placing some tools in a small hut. Toothless saw that there were weapons hanging from the ceiling and around the hut in general. Toothless thought what was the point in going on a wild goose chase for keys when Hiccup could just use another tool as a key.

**"There, if you can find something sharp and sturdy enough you can break open those locks. That hut right there has a lot of weapons and tools, one of those should be good enough to do the job."**

**"Toothless, my brother, you never cease to amaze me."**

Toothless flash him a gummy grin and then they made their way in the village. They avoided the houses and walked through the shadows. Once they reached the hut Hiccup managed to find a tool that would pick a lock and they quickly ran to the ring. Hiccup messed with the lock for several seconds before it unlocked and they could enter. Toothless walked in first and got far enough to see where they were keeping the dragon locked up. When Toothless was out of sight and just when Hiccup was about to enter as well that when the world stopped.

"Hey!" a voice cried out.

Hiccup felt his blood run cold as he turned and saw a familiar face, the girl who he bumped into four years ago. Astrid.

"Hey it's you!" she exclaimed.
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"Hey it's you!" she exclaimed.

**"Oh no!"** Hiccup whispered loudly to himself.

Toothless heard his brother's distress and turned around to see Hiccup frozen in fear looking at an opposite direction. Hiccup's eyes were facing him while he body was facing the Viking girl, Toothless didn't need Hiccup to say anything in order for him to know what was going on. His green eyes said it all, they had been caught! Toothless stayed where he was at and waited to see how Hiccup would get them out of this.

"Again with the weird language! Speak Norse!" Astrid complained.

**"Shhhh," **Hiccup said. "I mean… shhhh… I'm sorry Astrid."

"That's better and I see you remember my name. I'm just sad that you learned it from my mother's yelling rather than from me," Astrid replied in a low voice. "Now why are you here? What happened to you the day we met? It's been four years already."

"I know… I know but I… I had do something important that day. I couldn't stay here so I had to leave."

"Why? What did you have to do?"

Hiccup didn't know how to answer her, when they first met he didn't tell her about his dragon family. About the predicament he was in at the time regarding his origins. He couldn't just march up to her and tell her about the dragons and the quest they were on at the moment. She would wake up the entire village and then they would be in big trouble.

"I had to find myself," Hiccup responded.

"What does that mean?" Astrid questioned.

"It's okay if you don't understand… I honestly don't think anyone but me could understand that."

"You're still so weird even after all these years."

"Is that bad?"

"No it's actually quite entertaining."

"I don't know whether or not to consider that as a compliment or an insult," Hiccup said sarcastically.

Hiccup noticed how much Astrid had changed over the years. She was taller, very fit despite being a ten year old and her features were more defined. She was very beautiful… that's when Hiccup started to blush. He smacked himself softly on the cheek at the feeling he was experiencing. Astrid gave him a confused look once he did this and Toothless get out a low chuckle.

"So… um… anyway what are you doing out so late? Shouldn't you be sleeping?" Hiccup asked trying to get his mind off of those feelings.

"Well mister I was going to sleep but…" she started. "I felt like something was off… I felt like there was something in the village that shouldn't be here. And low and behold I run into you again."

"You Vikings and you're senses," Hiccup whispered under his breath. "Well look at the time you should be going back to bed now since there's nothing to see here."

Hiccup waked over to her and tried to escort her away but Astrid had other ideas. She turned back to him and was about to stop him until her sudden action made Hiccup trip. That wouldn't have been so bad if not for the fact that Hiccup landed on her!

"Oof!" both said in unison.

Hiccup was on top of her struggling to get his balance while Astrid was rubbing her head from the trip. That's when they made eye contact with each other; their faces were just inches apart. Hiccup felt his heart beat faster as did Astrid. Her blue eyes pierced his green eyes and vice versa. Hiccup quickly got off of her and took eight steps backward to the opening of the ring. His face was as red as a Monstrous Nightmare.

"I'm so so so so so so so sorry," Hiccup said with much emphasis. "I didn't mean for that… I was just trying to-"

"No it's okay… really," Astrid replied as she stood up. "But I'm not leaving until you tell me why and what you are doing here? Are your parents here with you? I remember you said you had a father and a brother when we met."

Hiccup stopped blushing once he remembered the situation was in, his eyes looked back at Toothless who was sporting an entertaining look on his face along with a smile. His eyes turned back to Astrid.

"I… I can't tell you Astrid."

"Why not? You're technically trespassing in this village and you're lucky it was me who found you instead of one of the men… or worse the chief."

"I know but… I still can't tell you. I… just can't. You wouldn't understand… at least not yet anyway."

"What is it then? What is so hard to understand?"

"Everything!" Hiccup exclaimed just so only she could hear him. "Everything Astrid. This ring, this village, this world. You! The Vikings!"

"Me? The Vikings? What are you talking about, you're a Viking too. I mean you're dad slayed all of those dragons, how can you not be a Viking?"

"See. You don't understand, you don't understand me… you don't know who I am."

"You're right I don't know who you are because you never told me and even know you're still not telling me what I want to know. I want to know you… whoever you are."

Toothless stirred a little at where this conversation was going, with his enhanced hearing he could hear everything they were saying. They really were in a tight situation, these Vikings and their curiosity! But he couldn't deny there was a connection between his brother and the Viking girl, even though they only met twice now but it seemed like they had been a part of each other's worlds for a long time. A human boy with the dragons and a human girl with the Vikings. Toothless turned his attention back to the other large set of doors that stood behind him. He could hear the cries of the Deadly Nadder but there was something else that caught his attention… the cries of other dragons!

"But you can't know… if you did you would tell everyone and then the whole world would be thrown into chaos," Hiccup said.

"Why? Why do you make it sound like you know everything, did you plan everything to the smallest detail?"

"No I'm just using common sense. You Vikings are all the same, you don't see the big picture and you just want to see everything you're way."

"Excuse me!" Astrid exclaimed as she got closer to Hiccup. "How dare you come into this village and mock the Vikings here! These men and women work every day to ensure that their families are safe and the chief does all that he can to make the dragons pay for what they do."

"That's what I mean, you Vikings think that you're the only ones with feelings. You think that you're the only ones with problems and that you're the only ones with love ones to protect. Well that's not the case Astrid, you need to stop being so fearful of the outside world and be more open minded to all the possibilities it has to offer!"

Astrid stopped talking; she was shocked at what this boy had to say at her kind, which included her. Hiccup stood firm as he made his declaration to her, he hoped that she would just leave but he knew she would be too stubborn to. After all this was the same girl who wouldn't stop questioning him years before. The tension between the two of them was awkward.

"You really aren't going to tell me who you are, are you?" Astrid finally asked.

"I don't know if I can Astrid; please believe me when I say I wish I could. I wish I could tell you everything about me and what I'm doing here but I can't because… I'll be endangering the people I care about."

Ironically Astrid did understand more than Hiccup was letting on, she understood the need to protect others especially the ones you love. She was a Viking that's what they were known for… that's why they had to be strong both physically and mentally. She had seen good men and women die for those very reasons but they were given great glory at their funerals and brought honor to their families. She was sure that those reasons would have to be passed on when she had children of her own. If what this boy was saying about protecting his family was true then maybe he wasn't so different from her then. Or that weird. All he had to do was keep his identity a secret.

"So in other words I can't know who you are since you'll put your family in danger?" Astrid questioned.

"Yes please understand Astrid this. But I can tell you that while I'm here in this village I won't hurt anyone and I'm not going to damage it in any sort of way… unless if you say otherwise. You said so yourself Astrid that day we ran into each other, I'm not a threat. That hasn't changed and that never will, please believe that."

She knew she was going to regret her choice but at the same time the thought of this boy being taken as a prisoner by the village scared her. She didn't want him to suffer and she knew what she said about him not being a threat was true. She took his hands into hers and looked him straight in the eyes.

"Will I ever see you again?"

"I… I don't know… but I hope so," Hiccup answered truthfully. "I hope we can."

"I hope so too," Astrid replied. "I… I will take my leave now. Whatever business you have here please do it as fast as you can, leave here quickly. I don't want anyone else to catch you."

"Thank you Astrid… for everything and for understanding."

"Yeah, yeah. Don't run it in smart guy," Astrid said as she punched him in the arm.

"Ow," Hiccup said while rubbing his arm.

"Goodnight and goodbye mysterious boy with the dragon teeth around his neck," Astrid said as she quickly headed to her home before her parents realized she was gone.

It was a good thing Hiccup couldn't see her as she was turned around, she didn't like people to see her cry. The tears fell onto the wind as she ran; she could feel her heart break a little. All for some boy she barely knew. Hiccup saw the young girl disappear into the night and stayed frozen for a few seconds. He let out a sigh; he had to end this war quickly. He wanted to be able to live with that girl in a time of peace, without worry of the dragons and Vikings killing each other. Just then he felt something bump into his arm.

**"Hey there you heartbreaker," **Toothless teased.

"Toothless!" Hiccup gasped. **"I am not a heartbreaker." **

**"If you say so," **Toothless replied. **"Come on heartbreaker let's bust these dragons out of here."**

**"I said I am not a- wait did you say 'dragons' Toothless?"**

**"Yup, looks like these Vikings got a whole stash of them."**

**"Looks like we got more than we bargained for," **Hiccup sighed as he made his way towards the doors.

Before they continued any further the boys made sure to close the door but they didn't lock it. Once they were closed they saw that the other doors were being locked by a large log; they deduced that all they had to do was to turn the chains that were holding it. Hiccup pointed to the wheel and Toothless allowed him to jump on his back, within minutes the chains and the log were being lifted up and the doors were opened. Toothless and Hiccup landed on the ground and they entered. There was nothing in sight expect a large stone room and stairs leading downward. Hiccup held onto Toothless and they walked down the stairs. The closer they got the louder the cries became. That's they saw them! There were multiple cages with chains leading into them; the forms of dragons could be seen even if it was dark. Taking in a deep breath Hiccup motioned for Toothless to keep moving. Once they were in the middle of the cages that when Hiccup stepped off of Toothless.

**"Hello everyone," **Hiccup stated calmly.

That's when all the dragons' eyes opened and they turned their attention to the human boy. Each of them started to growl once they caught sight of him. They struggled even more in their chains and fought against the cages.

**"A human!"**

**"What's it doing here?"**

**"Filthy human scum!"**

**"Spawn of the people who imprisoned us!"**

Toothless began to growl once he heard the insults that were being directed toward his brother and he stepped forward and spread his wings as far out as he could. His pupils became more cat-like as he took a stance.

**"Enough!" **Toothless exclaimed.

**"No Toothless, it's okay. At this point they have every right to hate me," **Hiccup replied to his brother's actions. **"Dragons please hear me out. I am not here to hurt you."**

**"What it this? The human can speak our language."**

**"And he can understand us!" **

**"What magic is this?"**

**"Listen I know you are confused as to what is going on but my brother and I are here to save you from your imprisonment," **Hiccup stated.

**"Save us? A human? Your brother?"**

**"The human is your brother young Night Fury?"**

**"Yeah and what's wrong with that?" **Toothless said daring anyone to challenge him. **"He is and will forever be my brother. We were raised together by our father and among other dragons. Dragons from all the species of our kind."**

"**You were raised together? A human and a dragon? That's impossible not to mention unheard of."**

**"We know but it's because of that very reason that we are here together trying to saving you all," **Hiccup replied. **"I am a human, I will not deny that. But I am a human with a dragon's soul, I was born with this gift to understand and speak both languages of the humans and dragons. My father, Cloudjumper, took me as a baby to be raised by dragons. Over the last ten years I have learned everything I could about all of the dragon species. And during this time I have learned about the endless war between both sides. My brother and I decided to venture out into the world to find dragons and bring them back with us to our home."**

**"Let me get this straight. You are human who his defying his own kind just to protect and save dragons?"**

**"Yes, there is a place called the Dragon Sanctuary. It's far away from all human contact and is isolated on a large body of water. There's plenty of food and shelter there for everyone, it's also a place where the alpha lives. The King of the dragons set up that place for this purpose."**

**"A sanctuary for dragons?"**

**"Sign us up!"**

**"Wait a minute. How do we know we can trust you?"**

Just then Hiccup took out the tool he still had to open the door and made his way toward the first cage he saw. He cracked open the lock and stepped into the cage with no hesitation, he walked to the dragon's form. There stood a Monstrous Nightmare with shackles and chains wrapped around its legs and neck. Its wings were tied down with rope along with netting and there was muzzle on his mouth. Hiccup placed his hand on the dragon's body.

**"Please let me help you," **he said.

The Monstrous Nightmare knew he had no choice and placed his neck down next to the boy. Hiccup managed to unlock the restraints on its neck and mouth along with the ones on its legs. Toothless walked into the cage and cut away the nets and rope using his teeth. Once free the Monstrous Nightmare stretched out his wings and his neck. He then stared at the two boys.

**"You have my thanks and my gratitude," **he said as he bowed to them. **"I will follow you no matter where you go."**

**"Thank you for trusting us. What's your name?" **Hiccup asked.

**"Hookfang."**

**"Well then Hookfang can you help Toothless get the nets and rope off the others while I unlock the cages and the shackles?"**

**"It would be my pleasure. But you never told us your name dear boys."**

**"My name is Hiccup."**

**"And my name is Toothless."**

**"Come on dragons weren't meant to be locked in cages. They were meant to fly," **Hiccup stated.

With that the boys along with Hookfang go to work and began to release the dragons one by one.

**Will Hiccup and Toothless be able to save all the dragons? Will they get caught? Until next chapter everyone! :) **

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**
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**Hey everyone I'm back, sorry I haven't updated in a while. *bows head in apology***

**Thank you all so much for continuing to read this fanfic, I really appreciate you all for taking such an interest in it. **

The injured Deadly Nadder was the last one to be released; she gave the boys grateful licks to their faces. They laughed a little then Hiccup petted her a little and Toothless nuzzled her. Her name was Stormfly apparently and it surprised them that she was only a year older than them. Hiccup placed her on Hookfang's and wrapped her gently in some loose rope that hadn't been cut too badly. Thankfully she didn't seem to mind.

**"Okay everyone let's get going," **Hiccup stated. **"Follow me and Toothless, we will guide you to freedom!"**

The dragons quietly cheered and they followed the two boys out to the outside world, once they were in the ring they made their way to the large wooden doors. Hiccup and Toothless carefully opened them and took a peek outside. There was no Viking in sight and they nodded to each other. Hiccup turned to face the dragons.

**"Listen up everyone," **he said. **"As soon as we get out of here I want you to take off. Don't look behind you and don't stop flying. Understood?"**

All the dragons nodded their heads in agreement and Hiccup jumped onto Toothless's back. The boys were leading a Monstrous Nightmare, a Deadly Nadder, a Gronckle, a Hideous Zippleback and several Terrible Terrors. All the dragons and human walked out of the ring and immediately took off. Unfortunately Hiccup and Toothless failed to see the twin Viking boy and girl messing around with the flocks of sheep. They noticed the large figures jumping into the sky, they knew what they were!

"Dragons!" the boy cried.

"The dragons! They escaped!" the girl exclaimed.

Hiccup and Toothless froze with fear but they kept flying, they had been caught!

**"Keep flying everyone, like I said don't look back!" **Hiccup yelled.

**"You heard the boy keep flying!" **Hookfang shouted as he kept his focus ahead of him.

Just then the entire village woke up from their peaceful slumber and got outside to see the escape happening right before them. Some had torches in their hands and others were running to the weapon shack.

"Get them!"

"Don't let them escape!"

"Kill the beasts if you have to just don't let them escape!" a booming voice exclaimed.

Hiccup didn't turn around but his vision caught sight of the large Viking they had seen earlier when Stormfly was captured. He looked angry… very angry!

"You heard Chief Stoick! Use the catapults!"

"Shoot them down with anything you got!"

Suddenly the air was filled with rocks and arrows, the dragons struggled to avoid all of the items.

**"Toothless hurry get us out of – ah!" **Hiccup cried.

Toothless heard his brother cry out in pain and he saw what had happened. An arrow had lodged itself into his arm; Hiccup used his other arm to clutch it. Blood was pouring down his arm and Hiccup was losing his balance on Toothless.

**"Hiccup!" **Toothless exclaimed. **"You're injured!"**

Toothless's eyes became cat-like as he allowed his anger to take control over him.

_**How dare they hurt my brother! These Vikings will pay!**_

Despite Hiccup's warnings he turned around and charged up an attack. But before he could unleash it Hiccup pulled on his neck. Hiccup knew his brother was mad but they didn't have time for this besides their mission was to help both dragons and humans. Even if the humans hated them.

**"I'm fine… just keep flying… we have get back home!" **Hiccup stated.

**"But Hiccup-" **Toothless started.

**"Keep flying everyone!" **Hiccup yelled. **"Remember Toothless we have to make sure a day will come where we can all live in peace."**

Hiccup's eyes were practically begging Toothless not to do anything stupid that might affect their quest. Toothless was hesitant but then he realized what Hiccup was saying was true. They were the future! As much as he hated to let this go but at the same time he remembered that they were dragons counting on them. Their father was waiting for them to come home along with the other dragons. Toothless stopped his attack and then turned back.

**"Thank you Toothless," **Hiccup whispered.

**"Don't mention it."**

**"Okay everyone we're almost there!" **Hiccup yelled.

The dragons roared and picked up the speed along with Toothless, several more items came their way. The Gronckle named Meatlug got hit with a rock and almost fell down to the earth but the Hideous Zippleback named Barf and Belch managed to pull him back up. He regained his focus and kept trying to avoid the flying objects. Two of the five Terrible Terrors got several scratches on their bodies but Hookfang placed them on his back next to Stormfly. They held onto the rope that kept Stormfly attached to Hookfang.

The shouts of the Vikings were filled with venom; they were determined to kill at least one of them. Especially the chief it seems. The dragons managed to get to a higher altitude and were free from the weapons being thrown at them. They escaped!

**"We did it!" **Hiccup said as he winced in pain.

**"Hiccup don't get too excited you'll make your injury worse!" **Toothless stated in a worried tone.

**"Don't worry I'll be fine... after all we like to wrestle and you've managed to get me several times with those teeth and claws of yours."**

**"This is a different situation Hiccup, that's an arrow! Not to mention it's embedded in your arm."**

**"Toothless… everything is going to be okay. Trust me."**

Toothless wanted to argue with his brother a little more but he didn't want to risk getting him excited again. He whined a little before turning his attention back to the path in front of him. He couldn't believe he allowed Hiccup to get hurt and forgot about this motivation for this quest. That's why Hiccup was there he guessed… to keep him whole. He was the muscle and Hiccup was the brains.

_**I have to get stronger! For Hiccup and for the rest of my family, I must get stronger in both body and mind.**_

**"Toothless," **Hiccup called out to his brother. **"It's wasn't your fault."**

Toothless gave him a look of shock, Hiccup knew what he was thinking of!

**"How did you-"**

**"You're my brother, I know everything about you. Ever since we were little you would always get upset whenever I got hurt… even if it was on accident."**

Toothless knew what he was talking about, one time when they went on one of their journeys to the outside world with their father Hiccup got hurt. It was an accident; he let his naive side get the best of him. He just wanted to play with the yak but he managed to scare it instead, Toothless managed to get out of the way but unfortunately seven year old Hiccup didn't notice the large yak coming towards him. Hiccup got knocked out of the way and landed right on his side. Thankfully Cloudjumper lead the yak way long enough for Toothless to pick up Hiccup and move away from plain sight. Hiccup suffered a large gash on his elbow, several bruises on his leg and a huge headache that day. Cloudjumper quickly got them both back to the sanctuary and went to Aquajaw's nest. She used her water to clean his wounds and then he went to Clawdia since she picked up some herbs for his gash. The King also was able to freeze a small bundle of water that was wrapped in a cloth brought by Scorcheye to be placed on Hiccup's head.

For the rest of the day Toothless laid next to Hiccup as the boy recovered from his wounds. He cried a little too until Hiccup started to pet his head and his father came in to nuzzled them both. They didn't blame Toothless for what happened; they knew it was an accident. His family could be so forgiving even when he didn't deserve it. He deserved to be punished but Cloudjumper never gave it to him, he just lectured him on how he needed to be more careful next time. He never forgot about that day.

**"It was my fault then and it's my fault now Hiccup."**

**"Toothless please you know I don't blame you for what happened back then. You didn't mean any harm; you just wanted to play with the yak."**

**"I know but it was stupid of me to think it wouldn't be scared of me. It wasn't a human so I thought that would be a good thing but instead it was the same as a human. It got scared of me and you got hurt as a result."**

**"You were hopeful not stupid."**

**"But-"**

**"I mean it Toothless; I love you even when you make mistakes. The fact that you do so much to make up for them shows that you truly care. That's all I could ask for."**

The Night Fury flew quietly after that; he contemplated Hiccup's statements about him. Hiccup never blamed him and he ever would… not even when he would mess up badly. Just then Toothless's sensitive smell caught the scent of Hiccup's blood but the boy was doing a successful job of keeping his pain hidden. However, he kept rubbing his arm as a way to not lose feeling in it. He winced every once and a while too, the sight of the wound made Toothless shudder.

_**I wonder how the Vikings would feel if they would have discovered that they hurt one of their own kind. Then again… Hiccup isn't a Viking, he may have the blood of one but he wasn't one. **_

Hiccup was trying to hide the pain but his arm was throbbing like crazy as the blood dripped all over. His head was stating to hurt and his body was shaking. He began to pinch his face as a way to ignore the pain but it wasn't working. He hoped that they were almost there.

As luck would have it they were. The sanctuary was right in front of him and Hiccup had a big smile on his face. He turned back to the dragons following them.

**"There it is everyone… the Dragon Sanctuary!" **he cheered.

**"Oh how wonderful!" **Meatlug stated.

**"It's glorious!" **Hookfang exclaimed.

**"Wait till you see what it looks like on the inside," **Toothless added as he picked up the speed. **"Follow me when we enter through the tunnels."**

The young Night Fury flew straight into the tunnels with the dragons following suit, Hiccup struggled to stay awake as his vision started to become blurry. Sweat beaded down his face as well but he stayed strong. A huge light came into view and they were in the sanctuary, the dragons landed gently. Immediately they were approached by the others.

**"They're back! The boys did it!"**

**"Call for Cloudjumper and Clawdia!"**

**"They brought newcomers!"**

**"Everyone please find Aquajaw and the other Scauldrons, we need medical help now!" **Toothless yelled. **"Hiccup's been shot!"**

Gasps filled the air and the dragons began to scurry around hoping to find who they were looking for. Hiccup tried to get off of Toothless gently but he could no longer hide it anymore. He fell! Toothless eyes widen at the sight of his brother falling onto the ground.

**"Hiccup!"** Toothless screamed.

Hiccup could hear his name being called but he was too much in pain to reply. He wanted to tell them he was fine but that would have been a lie. He could feel the dragons gather around him.

**"Hiccup!" **his father's voice called to him.

That was the last thing he heard before he slipped into unconsciousness, the arrow still sticking out of his arm. His blood warmed the pale skin it slid down on.

Meanwhile in Berk the sun was beginning to rise and the Vikings were arguing amongst each other as too whose fault it was that the dragons escaped. The fact that they didn't even manage to kill one upset them even more. The chief stood tall amongst the crowd and in a booming voice got their attention.

"Enough!" he yelled. "Today was a great embarrassment to the Viking kind; the dragons we fought so hard to capture have fled. How? I don't know and it seems like we're never going to found out."

Some of the Vikings bowed their heads in shame over their loss. Never in their lifetimes had something like this had happened.

"As of today the Vikings will start the search for the Dragon's nest. Those beasts must have a secret place for them to hide at, that's how they've managed to avoid capture. Well that secret place will soon be revealed! We Vikings will start our journey in three days, so everyone will have enough time to pack and get prepared! Is that clear?"

"Yes Chief!" the Vikings answered in unison.

"Very good, you are all dismissed!" Stoick exclaimed.

The Vikings began to cheer their support for their great leader and Chief Stoick then went to his house to visit his wife Valka before returning to his duties. The Vikings started to clean up the mess they made when they were trying to kill the dragons. While this was going on Astrid took a peek outside her window at what the Vikings were doing. She was supposed to be asleep at the moment but after the crazy night she had it was nearly impossible.

"The dragons escaped," she whispered. "So Tuffnut and Ruffnut were telling the truth."

She heard her parents panicking earlier just as soon as she snuck back into her room. She heard how they were told that the dragons were escaping. Apparently the twins were messing around with the sheep late in the night.

"Those idiots," Astrid said. "If it wasn't for their big mouths the village wouldn't have been in such a panic. Looks like my parents might be going on a journey soon now."

While she would missed them she still had Gobber to watch over her, he was the unofficial caretaker to all of the Viking children. He was fun to be around since he had a likable personality but still she wished her village had just ignored the twins then again they would have found out about the dragon's escape either way. Her thoughts wandered to the boy she had meet two times as of now.

_I wonder if he's gone by now… he has to be. The village would have found him by now if he was still here._

Just then Astrid felt a severe pain hit her heart, she gasped a little. Her hand clutched her chest and she panted.

_What was that? What is this pain I'm feeling?_

The pain quickly vanished but she could feel as if it was still there. She sat up from her bed and tried to calm herself.

"It's gone… but why do I feel so sad all of a sudden?" she asked herself. "That boy… that boy… what a coincidence that he comes to the village and the dragons are gone. I wonder… if he had anything to do with that. But he's a human… a small boy… how could he have accomplished such a task?"

Little did she know that the pain she had just experienced was the connection she had with Hiccup and little did she know her assumption was not far from the truth.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **
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Pain. Burning. That's all he felt and the moment. He could hear voices all around him but he couldn't tell which one belonged to who. It felt like his arm wanted to come off at the moment! He could feel something moving him around, it was scaly yet comforting. He tried to open his eyes but his vision was still blurry. Everything looked like a blotch so he just closed his eyes again.

Cloudjumper had gathered his son in his wings and hurried towards the Scauldrons' nest. The panic he felt at the moment was unbearable; he couldn't stand to see any one of his children in pain. His other son Toothless followed behind him as did Clawdia. He saw Aquajaw!

**"Aquajaw! Quick! Hiccup's been injured!"** Cloudjumper exclaimed.

**"What?"** Aquajaw questioned. **"What happened?"**

**"He was shot with an arrow by the Vikings!" **Toothless added. **"The dragons we brought here have some injuries on them too."**

**"Bring him here!" **Aquajaw stated. **"Bluetail and Moorin come with me, Tider and Emeraldeye check up on the newcomers. Also call for the Terrible Terrors named Smallfry and Cadmus; I'll need their assistance as well."**

**"I'll do it!" **Clawdia stated. **"Cloudjumper, Toothless… you two stay with Hiccup." **

Two Scauldrons named Tider and Emeraldeye went to the dragons from Berk and addressed their wounds. The Stormcutter hesitantly gave his son to Aquajaw and she started to wash the blood off of his arm along with Bluetail and Moorin, they rinsed it thoroughly while being gentle.

**"We'll need the Terrible Terrors to remove the arrowhead but for now Bluetail snap off the body of it. Gently though and Moorin while she's doing that clean the wound."**

**"Alright,"** Bluetail replied.

**"On it," **Moorin responded.

Bluetail used her sharp teeth to bite off the body of the arrow while Moorin poured more water over Hiccup's wound. Cloudjumper and Toothless kept their distance since they didn't want to be in the way, just then two Terrible Terrors came running in with Clawdia.

**"Go to him you two," **Clawdia begged.

**"Don't worry you all we'll make sure Hiccup is fine," **Smallfry said then he turned to Cadmus. **"Let's get to work."**

**"Let's do it," **Cadmus agreed.

The Terrible Terrors rushed to Hiccup's side and waited for Aquajaw to instruct them.

**"Okay you two, we've managed to control the bleeding but there will be more when the arrowhead is taken out. Since our mouths are too big to get it that's where you both come in," **Aquajaw stated. **"First rinse out your mouths so there's no risk of anything getting into the wound, then carefully reach into it… if there are any more particles of the arrow remove them as well. Do you understand?"**

**"We understand!" **they answered in unison.

**"Good now Moorin and Bluetail move out of the way, they need to stay focused. But as soon as the arrowhead is out we need to put pressure on it so he doesn't lose any more blood."**

The Scauldrons nodded their heads and moved; the Terrible Terrors jumped onto the nest and began to analyze the wound. They saw the arrowhead and Cadmus reach into the opening, once he bit onto it Smallfry reached out as well. Their mouths were touching the arrowhead and carefully they pulled it out. More blood started to leak out and that's when the Scauldrons placed their wings over the wound. Aquajaw would occasionally pour more water over it as they did so.

Cloudjumper, Clawdia and Toothless just stood by and waited, a crowd of dragons waited behind them as well even the ones rescued from Berk. The King had been notified of what had happened to the young boy but he waited for the news in his nest. He was too deep in shock and thought to be at the Scauldrons' nest.

_**Please Hiccup, live. We can't lose you… you are an important part of this community. Son of Cloudjumper and brother of Toothless… live.**_

Thankfully the bleeding stopped but Aquajaw was worried about infection so she instructed Smallfry and Cadmus to find some calendula herbs that grew in the sanctuary. Once they returned they crushed the herbs and smeared it on a big leaf that would be used as a bandage. They then wrapped it around Hiccup's arm so that it was firm but not too tight. Aquajaw then placed Hiccup's head into a shallow opening. Moorin started to pour some of the water from their nest over Hiccup's forehead as a way to cool him and wipe away the sweat on his face. Bluetail did the same and soon Hiccup's breathing became soft. He no longer looked like he was in pain and the dragons let out a sigh of relief.

Hiccup could feel his wound stop throbbing and burning as well as something cool running along his forehead. It was like being in a haven, he wanted to open his eyes to see what was going on but he found himself exhausted from the previous pain. He relaxed his body and let slumber take him since he would be here when he woke up and he could see his family and friends again. That alone was good medicine to him.

The dragons turned to the rest of their community and gave the good news of Hiccup's treatment. He was just sleeping now.

**"That's my boy!" **Cloudjumper cheered.

**"He's going to be okay!" **Toothless added.

The father and son hugged each other while the other dragons danced and flew up in the air. The King could hear all of the commotion and that's when he knew that Hiccup would be alright.

**"Well done young hero," **he said. **"Well done indeed."**

That night Cloudjumper and Toothless slept in the Scauldrons' nest alongside Hiccup, who was still asleep. The Stormcutter was happy to be next to his sons again and while he was sad that one was injured at least he was alive. They came back from their first quest and did what they set out to do. If he was any prouder of them he would explode at the moment. But for now he closed his eyes and gently nuzzled both of his sons as they slept. All was quiet in the sanctuary and everyone was safe from the outside world.

Hiccup was the first in his family to wake up; he had to blink his eyes several times to get a good sight at where he was.

**"The Scauldrons nest," **he concluded.

He began to sit up and wanted to stretch before he was stopped by a familiar pair of wings. It was Aquajaw and she had a happy look on her face as she stared at him.

**"Good morning Aquajaw."**

**"Good morning Hiccup, don't stretch your arm yet it needs to rest and heal as much as it can before you do anything like that."**

**"Sorry Aquajaw for all the trouble," **Hiccup said as e rubbed his head with his other arm. **"I didn't mean to you all through so much."**

**"Hey you're a member of our family Hiccup and family does whatever they can for each other," **Aquajaw reassured as she gently nudged him. **"Speaking of families… you should wake yours up."**

**"Right," **Hiccup replied. **"Hey Dad, Toothless wake up."**

Hiccup shook them using his good arm and immediately the dragons woke up to the sight of the young boy. Cloudjumper wasted no time in wrapping him in a hug and Toothless licked his face nonstop.

**"Don't you ever do that to me again Hiccup!" **Toothless cried.

**"I'm sorry bud… it won't happen again I promise," **Hiccup reassured.

**"You had us all worried son," **Cloudjumper stated.

**"Yeah… sorry about that."**

**"You're okay that's all that matters though." **

Cloudjumper nuzzled his son and Hiccup nuzzled back.

**"How are the other dragons?" **Hiccup asked.

**"They're fine… they got situated in their new nests yesterday. Their wounds were only superficial although the Deadly Nadder will have to stay and rest for a while before she can fly again. But it was nothing Aquajaw and her Scauldrons couldn't handle**

**"And don't you forget it," **Aquajaw stated with pride.

**"And Hiccup would you care to tell me how you got such an injury or how the other dragons got hurt as well?" **Cloudjumper questioned.

Toothless then curled around his brother and they prepared to tell their father everything that happened on their quest of Berk. Hiccup carefully moved in injured arm into a comfortable position in order to prevent stiffness.

**"Well we went to the island Berk," **Hiccup said.

**"The one you took us too when Hiccup found out about his origins," **Toothless added.

**"Go on," **Cloudjumper replied.

**"At first we had no luck finding any dragons… that's when we saw Stormfly,"** Hiccup continued.

**"Aw yes the Deadly Nadder," **Cloudjumper commented.

**"We saw that she was injured that's when the Vikings came out of their places, they were following her apparently," **Toothless explained. **"They took her back to the village and that's when we decided to follow them. We were led to a ring where they were keeping her… only to find out that there were more dragons there as well."**

**"Of course they would be in such a location," **Cloudjumper replied. **"I would assume that Hiccup used his pass experience in the outside world to unlock the ring."**

**"Was there any doubt?" **Toothless jokingly said.

Hiccup blushed a little at their comments about him, indeed he had learned about human culture from going into the outside world with his father and brother on previous trips. Whenever they spotted human Hiccup would analyze how they went about with their lives. He saw how they would hunt, eat, dress, lock up their livestock, farm and other things like that. Sometimes he would try and mimic those actions as well. He knew it would come in handy one day and that say was when they were helping dragons escape.

**"Anyway we were being as careful as we could be but somehow the Vikings knew we were there," **Hiccup said.

**"Yeah we don't know how they found out but that's when the weapons started flying," **Toothless added.

**"And that's when you got hit in the arm and the others got hurt as well," **Cloudjumper said.

**"Yeah but thankfully we didn't leave any dragon behind and we got them back to the sanctuary," **Hiccup stated. **"That's all that matters to me." **

**"I know but I still wish that you didn't get hurt by doing so," **Cloudjumper responded.

**"Dad we knew the risks when we decided to take on this quest," **Hiccup said. **"This injury doesn't effect that I still want to keep going on these quests… that is if Toothless still wants to."**

**"You're not going anywhere without me… haven't you learned that by now?" **Toothless questioned.

The boys huddled together and Hiccup began to scratch Toothless in his favorite place. The Night Fury started to bounce his leg and wiggle his tail back and forth as a result. The Stormcutter and Scauldron started to chuckle a little at the scene before them. Several minutes into it Toothless remembered something funny and a sly smirk appeared on his face.

**"Not mention Hiccup got himself a girlfriend," **Toothless said while nudging him.

**"She's not my girlfriend!" **Hiccup exclaimed.

**"Girlfriend!" **Cloudjumper panicked.

**"Aw look at Hiccup he's growing up," **Aquajaw cooed.

**"She's not my girlfriend!" **Hiccup repeated.

**"Darn right she's not!" **Cloudjumper stated. **"You're too young to start anything like that! That goes for you too Toothless!"**

**"Hey Hiccup started it!" **Toothless replied.

**"Did not!" **Hiccup argued.

**"Did too!"**

**"Did not!"**

**"Did too!"**

**"Did not!"**

A worried look appeared on Cloudjumper's face, he began to fidget a little as the boys were arguing.

_**It can't be. It's too soon for him to start liking anyone… when did this start? He's just a child!**_

After a while of worrying and arguing the family calmed down enough to have a civil conversation with each other. They talked about the next quests Hiccup and Toothless would be on as soon as his arm healed. They discussed ways of being more careful if it came to coming in contact with a Viking. That was Toothless's doing since he brought up Astrid's second encounter with Hiccup. He couldn't help but giggle at that part of the conversation. The dragons from Berk came later to thank the two boys for saving them and for bringing them to the safe haven. Even the King stopped by to see how they were doing. Everything was calm for now.

That is until two weeks passed and Hiccup and Toothless were back in the outside world looking for more dragons. Their quests became more hectic and more challenging but every time they returned to their home they brought back new dragons. Some were alone, some were families and some were rescued. Either way they made it back! They were getting better and better at what they did. The boys were growing up and the world around them seemed to grow as they did.

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time.**
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Twelve years of being alive certainly taught the two brothers a lot about the world; it seemed like only yesterday that they started bringing dragons back to the sanctuary when in fact it had been two years. Two years of rescuing, two years of experience and two years of exploration. They felt like they had seen it all at this point… at least more than any Viking could have.

Right now Hiccup flew on Toothless to a small area where they regularly visited in order to relax and take in the fresh air. They decided to take a break from all the dragon and Viking business with the approval of their father and the King. As they approached the area Hiccup gazed in awe at his surroundings. How calm and quiet everything was made him feel like he was free! He was free!

**"There is it Hiccup!"** Toothless said.

**"I see it Toothless! Get ready for landing!"** Hiccup replied.

**"On it!" **

The twelve year old Night Fury started to lower his wings and changed his course of direction. Once they were close enough he stopped flying and they landed carefully on the ground. Hiccup jumped off his brother's back and got a good look at scanned the forest area they were in. Everything looked good enough for them to relax. They always had to make sure there was no one or nothing there before they could decide whether or not is was safe to stay. That's why they liked this area so much… they had yet to see anything like that.

**"Race you to the spring!" **Hiccup exclaimed.

**"Oh you're on Hiccup!" **Toothless replied.

The Night Fury would always easily beat his brother but Hiccup would always get his revenge by teasing him with food he would find. Today was no different; Toothless won the race and jumped into the spring. Hiccup followed suit and made a reminder to find some food later to tease Toothless with. They enjoyed the moment of relaxation as they floated in the water.

**"This is the life," **Hiccup stated.

**"You said it," **Toothless replied.

**"After rescuing that family of Mudrakers Dad said that we could use a break," **Hiccup explained.

**"A week later and I'm still finding algae in my teeth."**

**"Hey he got stuck in a trap; you can't really blame him for that."**

**"If I ever find the Viking who set up that trap I'm making him eat algae! Then he'll see how it feels."**

**"Hey the Mudraker's wife and children thanked you for your heroic deed."**

**"That is not the point," **Toothless huffed.

Hiccup laughed at his brother's immature answer, he called the trouble he had trying to get that trap to open. The fact that it was covered in algae made it even more difficult but somehow his brother managed to do it. He knew he could. The Mudraker Toothless rescued was named Swampface, his wife was Terra and their children were Mudclaw and Dirtcover. They thanked the two boys and followed them back to the sanctuary where they were quickly welcomed by the other Mudrakers that lived there.

**"They're such a nice family too. Now they have a safe place to raise their children and no worry about anymore traps like that," **Hiccup said.

**"Yeah that's good I will admit," **Toothless agreed.

After a few more minutes Hiccup started to scrub Toothless's back with the water since he knew how much the Night Fury enjoyed it. Toothless let out a purr as the cool water ran along his back. They then stepped out of the spring in order to dry a little. They shook the remaining water off their bodies and laid on the warm grass. Both let out a sigh of relief.

Little did they know that danger was just around the corner. A man with a widely known reputation had descended upon the area in search for more dragons to do his bidding. His dragon skin cape was enough to prove that. He along with his men had been patrolling the place for quite some time but they were never successful however he had a feeling today would be different. He could feel something was off… there was something more in this area today.

"Sir with all due respect why do we continue to come here? It's obvious that there's no dragons-"

"Silence Eret! I don't need to hear this again!"

"I-I apologize sir b-but still-" Eret stuttered.

"There is something different about today… I feel like we're going to see something we haven't before."

The young man named Eret decided to keep his mouth shut after hearing that. He knew that there was no point in arguing if the decision made already been made. However, the crew and himself had long exhausted themselves with trying to find dragons. They simply didn't have the stamina or the motivation as their leader did. Not to mention that most of them feared trying to reason with him. Eret was one of those men unfortunately. There were several men following behind them while the others went into different directions.

"Wait," the leader stated.

The men stopped where they were and saw that their leader paused. He closed his eyes and took in the noises coming from the side.

"Do you her that?" he asked.

"Hear what sir?" Eret questioned.

"Those noises belong to a dragon."

"A dragon?"

"Yes follow me but keep quiet unless you want to feel my wrath," the leader stated as he walked toward the direction of the noises.

The men followed with no more questions, they stayed as quiet as possible throughout the walk.

Meanwhile, Hiccup and Toothless were wrestling with each other. Toothless allowed Hiccup to gain the upper hand several times before regaining control. They laughed and playfully argued with each other while doing so.

**"You cheat Toothless!"** Hiccup exclaimed. **"It's not fair that you let me win just to take it away from me!"**

**"You should be thankful to have a brother like me who does stuff like that!" **

**"I am so not letting you have any food that I find here!"**

**"Whatever!" **

Suddenly Toothless picked up something with his hearing; he stopped wrestling with Hiccup and started to look around. Hiccup saw the change in Toothless's attitude and became quiet. He stood up from here he laid and looked around with Toothless.

**"What's wrong bud?" **he whispered.

**"I thought I heard something," **Toothless quietly answered. **"Something's here… or someone."**

The man and his group made to an opening in the brush but they immediately got down once the leader did. The leader stood up a little to catch a glimpse of what was out there, what he saw shocked him. Standing there was a small boy wearing nothing but a brown loincloth with a Night Fury! A Night Fury!

"I don't believe it," he whispered. "An actual Night Fury."

"Sir there's a boy with it, how is that possible?" Eret quietly questioned. "Why isn't he running?"

"That intrigues me as well Eret… the boy shows no fear of it."

They saw the boy place his head on the dragon's back before scanning the area; they knew that they were there! That's when the noises he heard started to appear again. They were coming from the boy's mouth! The boy then placed his hands on the Night Fury's face along with his forehead. Their faces were touching each other in understanding. More of the noises appeared and again from then boy's mouth. The dragon followed suit.

"The boy… he speaks the words of dragons," the leader stated.

"Sir what was that?" Eret asked. "What did you just say?"

"You heard me Eret; the boy speaks with a dragon's tongue. The dragon understands what he is saying."

"A human speaking in a dragon's language… that's never been heard of."

"Indeed, he could be of use to us."

The man chuckle a little under his breath and he made a motion with his hands for the men to circle the area while hiding. The men nodded their heads and went to the directions they were supposed to. Eret gave his leader a confused look as they did so.

"Sir what are you planning to do?"

"To collect two things Eret," he replied. "We take the dragon… and the boy."

Hiccup had his hands on his brother's face; he was trying to keep Toothless calm about the situation they were in.

**"Toothless… we need to get out of here," **Hiccup said. **"We have to."**

**"Without a doubt," **Toothless whispered back while looking around still. **"Get on my back… now!"**

Just when Hiccup was about to board his brother's back that's when the men rushed out of their hiding places and threw their nets and rope on the duo. Toothless's wings became tangled in the mess while Hiccup's entire body was encased with ropes. They struggled to free themselves but nothing worked. The freedom Hiccup felt earlier was suddenly gone!

"You and your dragon are now captives of Drago Bludvist!"
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**"Drago Bludvist?" **Hiccup and Toothless questioned in unison.

Suddenly they saw a tail man with a large built with thick black hair and beard that were in dreadlocks. His eyes were a piercing green color and he had multiple scars all over his face and body. He wore a sleeveless shirt with a thick waist belt that had a loincloth attached to it along with blue trousers and boots covered with fur. One of his arms was a prosthetic which made him look even more intimidating. But the part of him that made the boys shudder with fear was the cape he wore. It was made of dragon skin! One of the men pulled Hiccup up but kept a firm grip on him while several men wrapped the nets tightly around Toothless.

That very man started to walk towards them, Hiccup could only watch helplessly as Toothless was taken away in another direction. Hiccup began to struggle again in his rope confinement.

**"Toothless! No!"**

**"Hiccup!" **Toothless cried.

The men led away the young Night Fury and now it was just Hiccup… alone… his brother gone. Someone grabbed onto his chin and forced him to look up. He came face to face with the very man he owed his current situation to. He glared at the man named Drago Bludvist.

"You are a human child," Drago started. "And yet you speak using a dragon's tongue."

Hiccup's eyes widen at the statement, he knew about his gift. He had been spying on them! He clutched his teeth and tried to move his face away from the man's hand. But he was not successful.

"That is truly an interesting ability you have… did you acquire it or were you born with it?"

**"Let go of me! Give me back my brother!" **Hiccup yelled as he struggled some more.

"Sir he's doing it again," Eret stated.

"Indeed, I wonder if he can understand what we are saying then," Drago commented. "Can you?"

Hiccup choose not to answer, he didn't need to say anything else about the matter. It was bad enough that they discovered his precious secret and took Toothless away from him.

"Not talking eh?" Drago asked. "Maybe I should go ask your dragon friend then… maybe he will have an easier time convincing you to answer my question. Once I help him become more obedient."

Hiccup didn't like the way he said obedient, Drago released his hold on him and began to walk where they had taken Toothless. He felt his blood run cold… he couldn't let anything bad happened to his beloved brother. He couldn't!

**"No!" **Hiccup screamed. "No! Stay away from him!"

Drago stopped walking and the men let out a series of gasps, Drago returned back to him. He grabbed his chin once more.

"So you can talk and understand a human's language as well. What an interesting boy you are."

"Stay away from the Night Fury! He didn't do anything wrong to you or anyone else."

"Oh but that's where you're wrong child… you see that Night Fury did do something wrong," Drago replied. "He was born a dragon!"

"You're just like the other humans, you're afraid of dragons!" Hiccup yelled.

"Afraid of dragons?" Drago questioned.

He felt something hard hit his face and he landed on the ground. Thanks to his arms being bounded by ropes he couldn't sit up properly. He knew what happened though, Drago hit him.

"On the contrary it is them who should be afraid of me!" Drago said as he picked Hiccup up. "You are lucky that you have such an ability or else I would just gotten rid of you already. But you will be of some use to me."

"W-What? What are you t-talking about?" Hiccup stuttered.

"You will help me take control over the dragons… by doing so I will have no problem taking over this miserable world!"

"N-never… I'll never do it!" Hiccup exclaimed.

"Then you can say goodbye to your dragon friend," Drago said with an evil smirk. "I'm sure he'll make a wonderful addition to my collection of trophies from the previous dragons I've encountered."

Hiccup's fear was getting the best of him, he knew Drago wasn't bluffing. The cape he wore proved that… this man wasn't like the ones he's encountered in the past. This man is a bloodthirsty monster! He had to protect Toothless but it would mean using his gift for the wrong reasons. No matter what he chose to do he would lose. On one hand he would save Toothless but he would become this monster's pawn as a result or he could refuse and Toothless would be killed.

"So do we have an understanding?" Drago asked.

Hiccup slowly nodded his head in defeat, he had never felt so useless before in his entire life! Two of Drago's men held Hiccup in place.

"Excellent, I'm glad we see eye and eye," Drago said with an evil smirk. "Load the boy onto the ship with the dragon and prepare to leave as soon as that is done!"

"Yes sir!" the men exclaimed in unison.

Just when Drago was about to walk away that's when he saw the prize around Hiccup's neck. He reached out and ripped the necklace off his neck much to Hiccup's shock. Hiccup began to struggle in the grasp of his captors.

"No! Give that back to me! That's mine!" Hiccup yelled.

"Silence boy!" Drago replied. "This belongs to me now… I can't have you escaping because of this. Besides it looks like you've had several encounters with dragons yourself. I look forward to getting to know more about you boy."

With that Drago walked off with Hiccup's dragon tooth necklace, he wanted to yell so badly but he knew that he would just get slapped in the face again. Suddenly Hiccup was thrown over one of the men's shoulders and he was carried away from the very spot Toothless and him were just at. Just a few moments ago they were relaxing and enjoying the time they had together… but now all of that was gone. They were captives now with no other family or friends in sight to see what was happening to them.

The image of the island's scenery started to disappear as Hiccup was taken to the ship of Drago Bludvist. The rope hurt his wrists and his arms as it rubbed against them. It wasn't long before the men walked onto the deck of the ship. The island looked so small now to Hiccup, his eyes filled with tears as he contemplated the horrors that awaited his brother and him. He was taken to the lower deck and he could see that there were several empty cells. Hiccup shuddered as that meant that Toothless and him weren't the first prisoners Drago had taken… but the fact that they were the only current ones didn't ease his fear either. The man unlocked one of the cell's doors and placed Hiccup inside; he removed the ropes only for shackles to be clamped onto Hiccup's wrists and ankles. He struggled to stand up as the weight of the metal was too heavy for him to handle. The cell's door was locked once again, only this time it held someone with its clutches.

"Enjoy your new home boy, you're going to here for quite a while," the man said as he laughed "Don't even think of trying to talk to your dragon friend, he's in another room enjoying the accommodations we set him up in."

The man left the room, Hiccup found himself alone in a room with nothing but cells and a small circle window above his head. The sunlight was shining through the window and hit the hard wooden floor. Just then the boat started to move and it entered into the vast with two new passengers on board.

Hiccup sat down and allowed the tears to escape his green eyes. He cried for his brother and he cried for the family and friends he feared that he would never see again. He could only imagine the devastation he father would go through once he found out that his sons were gone. It would have been like that day two years ago. The day when he got shot by an arrow, he still had a small scar from where the arrow head had penetrated through his skin and muscle. He rubbed the scarred arm as he was reminded of that incident. He remembered the worry and fear that was in his father's voice as he called out to him. He also remembered the joy his father felt as he awoke from his slumber. Oh how Hiccup would have done anything at the moment to be in the safety of his father's embrace along with Toothless. He would have done anything to be at the sanctuary right now.

"Oh Toothless…" Hiccup whispered.

Hiccup felt the waves hit the boat as it traveled farther into the sea and in the opposite direction of the Dragon Sanctuary. The twelve year old laid down on the floor and allowed for sleep to take him. He hoped that his was just a nightmare and that he was back at home with the others. However, he knew that was just a false hope.

Meanwhile, Cloudjumper and Clawdia were outside the sanctuary and were flying over the ocean water. The father of two decided he wanted to surprise his sons with a special dinner when they got home from their break. He was trying to pick out the best fish for them, Toothless favored Icelandic cod while Hiccup favored salmon. Clawdia decided to accompany him in this short journey, so far they had collected three Icelandic cod and two salmons.

**"Just a few more and we can head back Clawdia," **Cloudjumper said.

**"Okay," **Clawdia replied. **"Only the best for your boys right old friend?"**

**"Nothing but the best Clawdia."**

The friends shared a laugh before spending another hour and a half finding fish. They were successful with their hunting since they collected a total of eleven Icelandic cods and ten salmons. Cloudjumper knew his boys were in for a treat. Just when they were about to fly back that's when Cloudjumper felt it. He stopped flying with Clawdia staring at him with a look of confusion on her face.

**"Cloudjumper what's wrong?"**

The Stormcutter turned to her with a panicked expression.

**"I… I felt something… something bad…"** Cloudjumper stated. **"Hiccup and Toothless… they're in trouble."**

**"What?"** Clawdia questioned. **"What do you mean Cloudjumper? Hiccup and Toothless are at the place they always visit whenever they take a break from dragon rescuing. They always come back safe why should this time be any different?"**

**"I don't know… but I felt like something bad happened to them just now,"** Cloudjumper said. **"I don't know how to describe it but… I just know that they're in trouble."**

Clawdia didn't know what to think of her friend at the moment. It wouldn't have come to a surprise to her if Cloudjumper could experience such emotions. He was a protective father and after all these years Hiccup had formed a close bond with him and his brother. His years of studying dragons only intensified that bond. Maybe Cloudjumper was right if that was the case.

**"If what you say is true then that means we need to go that island to see if they're still there,"** Clawdia stated.

**"Let's hope that they're still there,"** Cloudjumper replied.

The dragons made their way back to the sanctuary in order to place the fish they had caught in the Stormcutter's nest. The stored them to the point where they could still be fresh even after a long period of time. They headed out quickly; they didn't even have time to tell the others where they were going.

_**Don't worry boys your father is coming for you!**_

The dragons were in a race against time to find the boys and once the island was in sight they landed. Cloudjumper immediately began calling out to the boys and heard no reply. He started to panic once he saw the foot prints in the dirt; they didn't belong to a dragon but to a human. Or rather humans… and they certainly weren't Hiccup's. Cloudjumper traced them back to an open area and he sniffed the ground. He caught their scents but it was mixed with the scents of others.

**"They were here," **Cloudjumper said. **"They were here relaxing… when suddenly they were ambushed… by a group of humans!"**

**"Humans? What are humans doing here. The boys said that there was no sign of human civilization here."**

**"They probably don't live here but they decided to come here for some reason… and when they did they probably caught sight of the boys."**

**"I can understand why they would want Toothless but why Hiccup too?"**

Cloudjumper paced around in thought, he wondered that as well. To humans Hiccup wouldn't have been a threat… not unless…

**"I wonder if they know about Hiccup's gift," **Cloudjumper said.

**"What? No… that can't be true… that can't be…"**

**"Hiccup would be a valuable asset to Vikings if they knew about his ability to talk and understand dragons."**

**"That is true… he's just a boy though!" **Clawdia exclaimed. **"Cloudjumper we have to find them before they get hurt."**

**"You took the words right out of my mouth Clawdia," **Cloudjumper said. **"The only problem is that we can't trace the scent back to the owners since they've already left the island and there's nothing but ocean for miles."**

**"Oh no…"**

Clawdia stared down at the ground in defeat; Cloudjumper couldn't help but share her sorrow. The thought of losing his sons hurt him. Destiny brought them together and now he was afraid that some Vikings could ruin that. His tears fell onto the ground and that's when the dragons heard something. A familiar call.

**"That sound… it can't be…"** Clawdia said.

**"But it is,"** Cloudjumper added. **"Hurry Clawdia we might be able to catch them!"**

**"Right!" **

The dragons raced to the edge of the island to where the call was emitting from.

_**Please don't leave, don't leave!**_

They removed some of the brush to see exactly what they were hoping to find. Scauldrons! They were splashing water back and forth to each other and were laughing. Cloudjumper and Clawdia took off into the air and flew over to them. The Scauldrons noticed the pair of dragons coming their way and stopped playing in the water.

**"Hello fellow dragons," **Cloudjumper greeted. **"My name is Cloudjumper and this is my friend Clawdia."**

At first the Scauldrons didn't respond, Cloudjumper and Clawdia feared that maybe they were angry at them for interrupting their activities. However, that fear quickly melted away the Scauldrons smiled at them.

**"Well it's nice to meet the both of you; we don't see too many dragons around here. My name is Seaspring and this is my brother Rockbottom."**

**"We're sorry to interrupt your fun but have you seen a human boy and Night Fury come around here or anyone else for that matter?" **Clawdia asked.

**"No, we haven't seen any Night Fury but if you're looking for humans they stop by here every once in a while," **Rockbottom said.

**"Was a boy amongst them?" **Cloudjumper questioned.

**"No they were all grown men, they've been hoping to find some dragons on that island but they always leave empty handed," **Seaspring said. **"But judging by the way you're talking it looks like they finally caught something."**

**"We've only been here for a couple of days and every time they come around we swim to the deeper part of the ocean until they leave," **Rockbottom added. **"Maybe that's why we haven't seen that Night Fury or a human child you're looking for."**

**"That has to be the reason since Hiccup and Toothless said that they never saw any other dragon or human on that island and they've been traveling here for a while now. The fact that you swim to the deeper part of the sea also explains the reason why they haven't run into you yet," **Cloudjumper said.

**"What is your relation to those two anyway?" **Seaspring asked.

**"They're my sons."**

**"Your sons? A human child and a Night Fury?" **Rockbottom gasped.

**"Yes they're adopted but I love them just as if they were biologically my own, I fear that they've been captured by the very humans you talk about."**

**"Oh that's sad to hear," **Rockbottom said. **"We lost our parents several years ago and it's just been us for a while. Me and my sister against the world."**

**"We would do anything for each other," **Seaspring agreed. **"Wait a minute! What if we help you find them?"**

**"You… would help us?" **Clawdia questioned.

**"Sure after all family has to stick together and you're not going to find them by sniffing their scent on the water… but we can hear their ship from underwater," **Seaspring stated.

**"That would really help if you did that!" **Cloudjumper exclaimed.

**"Then it's settled, Rockbottom let's begin this rescue mission and show those creeps what dragons are made of!" **Seaspring cheered.

**"We can't thank you enough for your kindness," **Clawdia stated.

**"Yes, when this is over we'll be sure to repay you by showing you a safe place for dragons to live in," **Cloudjumper said.

**"Sounds like a plan to me," **Rockbottom replied.

The Scauldrons jumped into the water and begin to swim towards the direction of the ship with Cloudjumper and Clawdia following close behind. All the dragons were determined to save the boys.

_**We're coming my sons; just hold on for a little bit longer.**_

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **


	18. Chapter 18

**Soul of a Dragon Chapter 18**

"speaking"- human language

**"speaking"- dragonese**

thinking- human thoughts

_**thinking- dragon thoughts **_

**I do not own How To Train Your Dragon or any of its characters**

The sun disappeared into the darkness of the sky and the stars were sprinkled all across it. Hiccup felt more waves hit the ship as it continued to travel to a destination unknown to him. He hadn't seen Toothless all day and the shackles were still attached to him. He tried to sleep for as long as he could but he just couldn't do it at a place that was foreign to him… it wasn't home. He stayed huddled in a corner and hoped that maybe he could hear Toothless just to know that he was okay. But he could hear nothing… the silence was scaring him at this point. He feared that maybe Drago went back on his deal and decided to kill the Night Fury.

Suddenly the door flew open and in came in a large Viking with a small plate in his hand, he walked over to the cell and unlocked the door just to place the plate inside before locking it again. Hiccup inspected what was on the plate; it was a slab of boar meat.

"Eat! We can't have you dying on us now," he said as he let out a dark chuckle. "Although I can certainly say that when this is over you'll be wishing for death."

With that the man left and closed the door behind him leaving Hiccup with the plate and silence once again. Hiccup pushed the plate away from him; he didn't have the energy or motivation to eat at the moment. It was like he had lost the will to live… without Toothless and without his family he was nothing. Hiccup looked up at the window high above him; the moonlight was now shining through it instead of sunlight. Oh how he would have given anything to be out there again with the wind blowing past him as he rode on Toothless's back. He now knew how the dragons he rescued felt when they had been kept in cages and bound with restraints. He let out a sigh and sat by back on the wooden floor.

Meanwhile, Toothless was locked in another room and in a cell of his own. His legs were chained and rope was wrapped around his wings. A metallic muzzle covered his mouth as a way to prevent him from opening his mouth wide enough to fire a blast. He struggled once again against the restraints but had no luck. He whimpered a little as he worried about his brother. He knew Hiccup was probably being held in similar restraints although maybe not as serious as he was. That didn't make him feel better though.

_**Oh Hiccup please be okay. Dad please find us… please save us… Aunt Clawdia… anybody!**_

Little did they know that the dragons were right on their trail, Seaspring and Rockbottom were leading Cloudjumper and Clawdia. They dragons flew lower as the other two dragons kept to the water and traveled as fast as they could.

**"So you're human son can understand dragonese?" **Rockbottom asked.

**"Yes, he's had that gift ever since he was a baby,"** Cloudjumper replied. **"The fact that he has studied every dragon known to the world makes him a very valuable asset to Vikings and dragons."**

**"I can imagine, that explains why those humans captured him,"** Seaspring commented. **"We're getting closer though I can feel it."**

**"Cloudjumper the boys are probably kept locked up somewhere on that ship,"** Clawdia said.

**"I know and when we find it we have to be quick about it, we have to find them as soon as we can. No matter what happens no harm must come to Hiccup and Toothless."**

**"You don't have to tell me twice,"** Clawdia replied.

The dragons kept traveling on the trail, hoping that they would be led to their target soon. It had gotten so late already; the father of two couldn't stand to be away from his sons for so long. Not to mention the fact that the dragons were already growing exhausted.

Then the ship appeared right before their eyes, Cloudjumper leapt with joy at the sight of it. The ship sailed past several rocks that were poking out of the water unaware of the dragons following it.

**"Okay listen closely to the plan everyone, Seaspring and Rockbottom you try to see where the boys are being kept on the ship. With you being water dragons it will be easier or you to stay hidden, while Clawdia and I will provide a distraction for the Vikings,"** Cloudjumper explained.

**"Leave it to us,"** Seaspring said.

**"We'll find your boys,"** Rockbottom added.

**"Thank you, now when you see Hiccup and Toothless call out to them. They'll know immediately that you're Scauldrons and tell them that their father and Clawdia sent you both,"** Cloudjumper said. **"If you run into any trouble call out to us… I hope it doesn't come to that but knowing Vikings anything can happen."**

**"Don't worry we will,"** Rockbottom replied.

With that the Scauldrons covered themselves with the ocean and traveled quietly; through the water. Cloudjumper and Clawdia flew higher in order to cut off the ship, once they were in front of the ship. The Stormcutter and Raincutter breathed fire on the sails of the ship; luckily some of Drago's men witnessed the action and started to come out of the quarters of the ship.

"Dragons!"

"They're here!"

"Call Drago and get the nets!"

"Put out the fire!"

The men scurried to get the sails off the ship while others prepared to throw the nets at the dragons. However, Cloudjumper and Clawdia started to fly in circles around the ship making it difficult for the men to get their targets.

Seaspring and Rockbottom heard the commotion and started their search for the boys. Rockbottom took one side while Seaspring took another; their heads were high enough to look through the windows of the lower deck. Seaspring finally saw Hiccup was sitting on the floor with shackles attached to him. She wasted no time calling out to Hiccup.

Hiccup heard the men start yelling all of a sudden, he raised an eyebrow in confusion. He couldn't make out what they were saying but it sounded urgent.

**"Hey Hiccup,"** she said.

Hiccup perked up from the sound of his name being called, he recognized that cry from anywhere. After all he had studied every call of every dragon thanks to his home; the call belonged to a Scauldron. He turned around and stood up from his sitting position. What he saw brighten his day… it was a Scauldron!

**"Who are you? How do you know my name?" **Hiccup asked.

**"My name is Seaspring and your father and another dragon name Clawdia sent me here with my brother in order to find you two," **Seaspring replied. **"My brother is with your brother right now."**

**"Dad sent you?" **Hiccup questioned. **"Is he here? What about Aunt Clawdia? Is that what all the commotion is about?"**

**"Yes on all questions Hiccup, now let's get you out of here. Move out of the way I'm going to break the glass."**

Hiccup nodded his head and moved to the side while covering his face; Seaspring broke through the glass using her tail and turned around to see Hiccup again.

**"Those shackles are going to be hard to get off-"**

Seaspring didn't have time to finish her sentence as the sound of footsteps came toward the room, Hiccup's eyes widen.

**"A Viking!"** Seaspring exclaimed.

**"What do we do?"** Hiccup asked.

Seaspring saw the look of fear on Hiccup's face; she knew she couldn't let the human child down. She contemplated what to do; suddenly she came up with an idea.

**"Hiccup when that Viking comes close enough shout my name, I'll give that human something to remember me by. In the meantime I'll be waiting in the water so shout as loud as you can. Do you understand?"**

**"Yes I understand."**

Seaspring nodded her head and quickly hid in the ocean; she sucked in some of the water surrounding her and waited. Hiccup turned to see the Viking open the door to the room. The anger and rage on his face was indescribable.

"You!" the Viking said as he pointed to him. "You're the reason why the dragons are here! You called for them!"

Hiccup didn't have time to respond as the Viking ran toward the cell and unlocked the door. He grabbed the child by the wrist and clutched it hard enough to cause a bruise. Hiccup winced at the pain he was feeling.

"You're going to pay for what you've done," he said.

"But you're going to pay more than I am," Hiccup responded. **"Seaspring now!"**

Seaspring heard her name and popped out of the water, she saw the Viking holding onto Hiccup. She could feel the water inside her stomach heating up until she sprayed it at the muscular human. The scalding water hit the Viking with full force, the man let out a loud cry of pain and let go of Hiccup. He fell to the floor with his hands covering his now red face. Hiccup rubbed the wrist he bruised. He knew that Spearing had just used the Scauldrons signature move, Aquajaw and the other Scauldron back at the sanctuary had shown him the technique back when he studied with them.

Out of the corner of his eye he saw the keys; the Viking had dropped them when he was hit with the hot water. Hiccup quickly picked them up and unlocked the shackles that kept him prisoner; once he was free he placed two of the shackles around the man's ankles. He left the cell and locked it; he saw that Seaspring had been watching him the entire time.

**"Well you certainly are a remarkable human Hiccup," **Seaspring commented.

**"Thank you Seaspring, I'm going to go find Toothless now so go help my Dad and Aunt Clawdia."**

**"Are you sure Hiccup, you'll be alone before you reach Toothless."**

**"Yes I'm sure, with all the men distracted I'm sure I can find my brother."**

**"Okay then be careful and good luck," **Seaspring said as she left to help the other dragons.

Hiccup ran out the room leaving the Viking still moaning in pain with blisters forming on his face. He saw some of the men running round the area and hid in a corner, they quickly left and he searched through some of the rooms he spotted.

Rockbottom found Toothless struggling against the restraint he was in; the Night Fury remained oblivious to the observer and to the noises coming from outside his holding area. He was too busy trying to break out, that is until his name was called out.

**"Toothless!"** Rockbottom stated.

Toothless stopped fighting the restraints and turned around and saw the Scauldron. He started to jump to the best of his ability, he was so happy to see another dragon.

**"You're a Scauldron!" **Toothless exclaimed. **"What's your name?"**

**"The name's Rockbottom, your father and Clawdia wanted me and my sister to find you and Hiccup."**

**"My Dad is here with Aunt Clawdia? I knew it! I knew they would come for us!"**

**"Never fear Toothless your father and Clawdia are helping distract the Vikings right now as we speak. Didn't you hear the men screaming?"**

Toothless turned his head to the side; his puzzled expression said it all.

**"No," **Toothless said bluntly. **"I guess I was too preoccupied with getting these stupid restraints off of me."**

**"Well that's understandable."**

**"Did you say your sister was here too?" **Toothless questioned.

**"Yes, she's with your brother at the moment."**

The Night Fury let out a sigh of relief, he was glad to hear that Hiccup was in good hands. That's when the door flew open, Toothless feared that it would have been one of Drago's men but to his shock and joy it was Hiccup. He was not in restraint either and he had a look of triumph on his face as he spun the keys around his finger.

**"Anyone need rescuing?" **Hiccup asked playfully.

**"About time you got out!" **Toothless responded.

**"Yeah sorry about that but I was busy making friends with the nice guys on this ship."**

**"You can make friends later; right now get me out of here!"**

Hiccup made his way to the cell and unlocked it then he started to free his brother from his confinement expect for the ropes as Toothless wasted no time ripping off the rough restraints after the muzzle was taken off. Once he was free the stretched his wings along with his body then he started to jump in the air.

**"Oh it feels so good to be free!" **Toothless cheered.

The Night Fury then pounced on Hiccup and started to lick his face nonstop, Hiccup giggled while trying to block the sloppy show of affection. Rockbottom couldn't' help but let out a chuckle himself but then he remembered the situation they were in.

**"I hate to break up the brotherly reunion but we have to get out of here right now," **Rockbottom said.

**"Oh that's right come on Hiccup," **Toothless stated.

**"Alright let's go," **Hiccup replied. **"Rockbottom, we'll meet you outside the ship with our Dad, Clawdia and Seaspring."**

**"I understand but be quick you two."**

Rockbottom left and the Hiccup jumped onto Toothless's back, the Night Fury ran out of the cell and the door. They men were still busy trying to fight off the dragons while waiting for Drago to make his appearance. Cloudjumper, Clawdia, Seaspring and now Rockbottom were doing their best to keep the men distracted until the boys made it out.

Drago was busy looking though maps, trying to find location where they had yet to scout for dragons. He let a frustrated grunt every now and then.

_There's no need to worry though, now that I have that boy it will be easier to capture dragons. Speaking of which, I'll need to ask for his name later. _

That until Eret barged into his quarters without permission, he was panting and he had a look of fear on his face.

"Sir… the men… there's dragons… they're attacking!" Eret stuttered.

"What? There are dragons?" Drago exclaimed. "How did they- the boy!"

"What sir?"

"The boy you fool! Don't you see, the boy must have brought them here… or the dragons know him."

"B-but sir how would the dragons know that boy?" Eret asked.

"The Night Fury knew the boy Eret, what makes you think that other dragons don't know him either?"

"Well… I suppose it's possible but anyway sir we need your help!"

"Go Eret and help them, I'll be there in a minute."

"Yes sir."

Eret ran back to the top deck while Drago collected his thoughts.

_That boy has ties to many more dragons it seems; it's not just the Night Fury. I wonder… he didn't look like he belonged to any Viking village; he wasn't wearing traditional clothing for humans in general._

Drago pulled the necklace he had collected from Hiccup out of his pocket; he held it out to inspect it. He noticed how there were multiple dragon teeth on it but they didn't look like they belonged to an adult dragon. They were baby dragon teeth and the tooth in the middle belonged to a human.

"A human tooth with dragon teeth… baby teeth for that matter," Drago commented. "No sign of human civilization on him and a familiarity with dragons… it's almost as if the boy…"

Suddenly something hit Drago on the back of the head, his vision went blurry and he fell onto the floor. However, he wasn't entirely unconscious just stunned. He saw two small figures make his way toward him.

Hiccup saw the same man who had been talking to Drago when he and Toothless had been captured run out of a room. Thankfully he hadn't seen the two boys as he was too preoccupied with getting to the top deck. Just when they were about to pass that room Hiccup had saw a shield on the floor, he realized that it must have been dropped by one of the men as they rushed to the top of the ship. Something was telling him to pick it up so he did and just when they were about to leave he looked into the room and saw Drago holding his necklace. He knew that he couldn't leave this ship without it so he motioned for Toothless to follow his lead, the Night Fury gave him an annoyed look but went along with it. Drago was muttering something to himself and he didn't see the boys behind him. Hiccup stood on Toothless's back and Toothless stood on his hind legs a little once he realized what Hiccup was going to do. When he was about Drago's height Hiccup brought the shield down as hard as he could. He managed to hit Drago!

"You… you little… brat…" Drago muttered trying to regain his focus.

The necklace fell out of his hand and landed next to the boys, Hiccup quickly picked it up and got on Toothless's back once again. Just in time too as Drago was struggling to stand up.

"My name is not brat," Hiccup stated. **"It's Hiccup!"**

**"That's right!" **Toothless added.

Hiccup knew the man couldn't understand what he had just said but after all he had put him and his brother through he didn't owe him his name. That's what made it all the better for Hiccup, the fact that he had given his name and yet he didn't at the same time. Then Toothless turned around and ran toward the route that Eret had taken, Hiccup held onto him as tight as he could. That's when the cries of Vikings got louder; they knew they were heading the right way.

**"Be prepared to take off as soon as we get outside Toothless!"**

**"Got it!"**

The exit was approaching them and Toothless started to expand his wings, he ran faster. Suddenly the darkness of the outside world hit them and Toothless jumped into the air as soon as he could feel the wind.

**"My sons!" **Cloudjumper shouted.

**"Hiccup! Toothless!" **Clawdia yelled.

**"Dad! Aunt Clawdia!" **Hiccup and Toothless exclaimed in unison.

**"No time for greetings you all!" **Seaspring stated. **"We have to get out of here!"**

**"Right let's go everyone!" **Cloudjumper said.

Before they left Rockbottom and Seaspring sprayed the deck floor with scalding water, making the Vikings cry out in pain altogether. They stopped throwing the nets and were struggling to get below deck; they kept jumping in pain every time they stepped on the water. Hiccup and Toothless laughed at the scene as they took off. They followed Cloudjumper and Clawdia while Seaspring and Rockbottom jumped into the water. The dragons and human left the ship, they traveled back to their home and for the two Scauldrons their new home. As soon as they were far away Hiccup placed the necklace back around his neck… he felt complete again. He felt free.

Drago came stomping onto the deck; the scalding water didn't bother him at all especially when his anger had reached over his limit. His hand was rubbing the back of his head. The men stopped crying out in pain and turned toward him.

"You fools! You pathetic excuse for an army! You not only allowed the boy and Night Fury to escape but you're also managed to let several more dragons evade capture!" Drago shouted. "Angry doesn't even begin to describe what I'm feeling right now!"

"We're sorry sir!" the men replied in unison.

"Sorry isn't going to undo what has been done!" Drago yelled. "Get this water off the deck and clean up the mess that those dragons and boy caused. Now! Eret come with me!

"Y-yes sir," Eret replied.

The men started to get buckets from the lower deck and scooped the cooling liquid out even though they had suffered burns to their legs and feet. They knew that it was nothing compared to the pain Drago could inflict if they didn't do their job. Eret was busy talking to Drago in his quarters.

"Sir may I ask why you wish to speak with me?" Eret asked.

"Eret… do you remember how I said it was possible that the dragons knew the boy?"

"Yes sir I do."

"Well I think I've come up with a reason for why that is."

"Really sir?"

"Yes, judging by the way he looks the boy isn't from a Viking village nor does he look like he's from human civilization at all. Then there's the fact that he can communicate with dragons and he's very familiar with them. Can you guess what I'm thinking Eret?"

"No sir I'm afraid I don't follow."

"The boy was raised by dragons," Drago stated. "And even now he is being raised by them."

**Please review and leave comments, thank you for your time. **


End file.
